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Community Press 
Flower Bed Renovation 
The Garden Group has renovated the flower bed on the NE corner of the 

church building. They removed invasive grasses, lilies of the valley and 

other perennials, while leaving day lilies, sedum and yarrow, with a 

large decorative grass in the center. Compost was added and the bed 

was then rototilled. The area has now been mulched for weed preven-

tion, moisture conservation and ease of maintenance. 

While working on the flower bed, the Garden Group also became curi-

ous about a very attractive plant that has been blooming near the back 

entrance for the past two or three years. Judy Kereakos took a couple of 

stems with their blooms to Sargent’s for identification, and the staff 

there stated that we may have a very unique specimen on our property. 

Their opinion is that it is a wildflower in the foxglove family with the designation of penstemon 

digitalis. John and Evelyn Moyle’s book, Northland Wild Flowers, A Guide for the Minnesota Re-

gion, states the following about foxglove penstemon: “Occurrence: Minnesota—rare, along eastern 

edge.” 

The staff at Sargent’s also stated that it could instead be a cross pollination of a native and a do-

mesticated plant. Both Judy and Denise Swinbank have looked in their books about Minnesota 

wildflowers and checked various websites, but have not found an exact match for our specimen. 

So once again, our beautiful church property has revealed the beauty and mystery of God’s crea-

tion. 

The CPC Garden Group 
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From the Pastor… 
 

Hello! It’s great to finally be here at 

CPC as your pastor and co-

journeyer in this adventure together 

as the family of Community Presbyterian Church.  

I am so grateful to everyone for the warm welcome 

to CPC, Rochester and Minnesota, especially to 

Darlene and Dave Lucas, Randy and Bonnie 

Huston, and Ronda Marshall during that first week 

of my arrival. Hopefully, by the time you read this 

article, most, if not all, of my boxes will have been 

unpacked and everything put in its proper place in 

my new home. If not, I trust that it will only be a 

matter of time before feeling settled and at home. 

In the midst of this experience, I have discovered 

just how much energy that change takes, even if 

it’s positive change. 

 

The following quote from Lewis Carroll’s Alice in 

Wonderland captures the essence of change. 

 

“The Caterpillar took the hookah out of its 

mouth, and addressed her in a languid, 

sleepy voice, ‘Who are you?' Alice replied, 

rather shyly, `I—I hardly know, sir, just at 

present—at least I know who I was when I 

got up this morning, but I think I must have 

been changed several times since then.' 

 

We are constantly changing. Sometimes, we hardly 

recognize it as it expresses itself in subtle shifts of 

perspective or practice. Of course, then there are 

those moments of change that seem to overwhelm 

the routine of daily life and can challenge our very 

sense of personal equilibrium. I think my moving 

across the country would be included in this type 

of change, especially given the challenge of 

moving one large dog, three cats and a whole lot of 

stuff. Thank God for my dear friends, Sheri and 

Brian, who helped move me! Needless to say, this 

type of change is not for the faint hearted nor 

something I personally want to do again any time 

soon! 

 

One of the things I find most exciting is this 

journey that you and I now share together as 

members of the Community Presbyterian Church 

family. As we know, journeys of any kind are 

naturally filled with excitement, anxiety, 

anticipation, and perhaps even fear as we wonder 

what has been forgotten, how our needs will be 

met, will things change a lot, too much or not 

enough, to name a few. My sense is that we as a 

congregation will go through a period of 

adjustment as we get to know one another over the 

next few months. 

 

I have already heard a concern or two about 

Gypsy, my 80 lb. dog, who is also a therapy dog 

and loves being at church. Please know that she 

will be available for visits in my office during the 

fellowship time. I do know that some people have 

pet allergies while others are not comfortable 

around dogs, especially large ones. Please let me 

know so that I can appropriately accommodate 

everyone to the best of my ability. 

 

Being from the Wild West, “Minnesota Nice” is 

definitely a regional practice that I will gradually 

begin to understand. I am looking forward to 

experiencing the infamous Minnesota “hot dish” as 

well as the beginning of the Minnesota summer. I 

look forward to meeting you and your family, 

hearing about your life experiences, hopes and 

dreams, and vision for our church. Summer is the 

perfect season in which to begin, as the pace is 

much more relaxed and thus conducive to 

gatherings, conversation over coffee and various 

other opportunities to meet. Please call me to set 

up a time to meet. 

 

Enjoy your day! 

Peace, Laurene 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

8:30am Garden 

Group 

6:30pm Mem-

bership 

2 

6pm BIG 

7pm Mis-

sion 

3 

6:30am Prayer 

Group 

4 

7:30pm 

Aikido 

Office 

Closed 

5 6 

10am Aikido 

 

7 

9:30am Worship & Com-

munion 

8 

8:30am Garden 

Group 

9am-4pm Med 

City Driving 

5:30pm Build-

ing & Grounds 

7:30pm Person-

nel 

9 

9am-4pm 

Med City 

Driving 

4pm Presby-

tery 

10 

6:30am Prayer 

Group 

9am-4pm Med 

City Driving 

11 

9am-4pm 

Med City 

Driving 

7:30pm 

Aikido 

12 

9am-4pm 

Med City 

Driving 

7pm AS Sup-

port Group 

13 

10am Aikido 

5pm 39 For-

ever Potluck 

Picnic 

14 

9:30am Worship 

Channel One Sunday 

15 

8:30am Garden 

Group 

9am-4pm Med 

City Driving 

7pm Finance 

16 

9am-4pm 

Med City 

Driving 

5pm Chris-

tian Ed 

17 

6:30am Prayer 

Group 

9am-4pm Med 

City Driving 

18 

9am-4pm 

Med City 

Driving 

7:30pm 

Aikido 

19 

9am-4pm 

Med City 

Driving 

20 

10am Aikido 

21 

9:30am Worship 

Noisy Can Sunday 

22 

8:30am Garden 

Group 

23 

7pm Session 

24 

6:30am Prayer 

Group 

25 

7:30pm 

Aikido 

26 27 

10am Aikido 

28 

9:30am Worship 

29 

8:30am Garden 

Group 

9am-4pm Med 

City Driving 

30 

9am-4pm 

Med City 

Driving 

31 

6:30am Prayer 

Group 

9am-4pm Med 

City Driving 

   

July 2013 
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  Date Worship Assistants Greeter Liturgist  Nursery Attendant Library 

7 
Gwen Riggin, Penny & 

Ron Murray 
Amanda Ross Jane Burgstaler 

Elizabeth Deeds, 

Tabitha Harland 
Margaret Nelson 

14 Pillers Family Amy Anderson Margaret Petersen 
Elizabeth Deeds, 

Tabitha Harland 
Judi Berg 

21 
Jean Abels, Connie 

Holst, Bruce Felger 
Darlene Lucas Paul Harkess 

Elizabeth Deeds, 

Tabitha Harland 
Judy Kereakos 

28 
Rick Orvold, Linda 

Overton, Guy Vig 
Marita Heller Paul Remtema 

Elizabeth Deeds, 

Tabitha Harland 
Margaret Gardner 

July 2013 Worship Schedule 

Communion Servers for July: Margaret Nelson, Louis Bouchard, Dave & Darlene Lucas 

 G I V I N G   R E P O R T 

Special Offerings  

One Great Hour of Sharing  $1,219.82 

Christmas Joy Offering  $922.00 

Thank Offering   $458.00 

Peace Offering   $751.00 

May ‘13 Weekly Average   

    $2,450.00 

Year to Date Avg. ‘13  $4,119.35 

Budgeted Weekly for ‘13 $3,034.50 

Per Capita Received ’13       $885.27 

Total Per Capita Paid ‘13 $4,402.00 

(Per capita contribution per member is $32.37 for 2013) 

Coming up at CPC! 

Lots to look forward in the 
days to come at our church! 

July 4 

Independence Day, 

Church Office Closed 

July 13 

39 Forever Potluck Picnic 

Library Attendant Schedule 
July 7 Margaret Nelson 

July 14 Judi Berg 

July 21 Judy Kereakos 

July 28 Margaret Gardner 
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Anniversaries 

 12 Ed & Jane Burgstaler 

 16 Bruce & Carol Bigelow 

 23 Liz & John Koehler 

 24 Bill & Colleen Webbles 

 28 Ronald & Penny Murray 

 

Birthdays 

 4 Ian Johnson 

 9 Louis Bouchard 

 10 Guy Vig 

 15 Jean Abels 

 20 Judi Berg 

 21 Katherine Hauser 

  26 Jeanette Hallbeck 

 26 Dick Massaro 

 27 Evan Powell 

 27 Randy Farris 

 30 Alayna Kopecky 

 30 Nathan Kopecky 

 31 Jackson Hall 

JulyJulyJulyJuly    

Upcoming Events in 2013 
July 39 Forever Potluck Picnic 

August Church picnic 

September Outdoor service/pancake 

breakfast 

October TBD 

November 2 Progressive Dinner 

November Church Christmas decorating 

December No event 

Get Connected This Summer 
Synod School 

July 21-26, 2013 

www.lakesandprairies.org 

 

Clearwater Forest Camp 

See summer 2013 schedule at: 

www.clearwaterforest.org 

George Berg Has a New Email Address 
George Berg has changed his email address. His 

new email address is leisurepapagb@gmail.com. 

July 7 Sunshine 5 

July 14 Mary Manges, flute and vocal 

July 21 Laurie Priniski & Judy 

Kereakos, four hand piano 

Calehuff Sisters, vocal 

July 28 Christopher Boswell, handbell 

solo 

Special Music Schedule for July 

New Stoves 
Many thanks to Bill and Margaret Petersen for the addition of two new stoves in the 

CPC kitchen. The stoves were given in memory of Margaret’s aunt, Alice F. Gault, 

who loved to cook. The stoves were in place to be used during VBS and work great! 
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Running Start for School and Winter Outer Wear…WOW! 
CPC will be a collection site for United Way’s Running Start for School and the 

Winter Outer Wear (WOW) events, beginning July 7 and Running through Au-

gust 4. With our help, United Way was able to help 3,725 children last year, so 

start cleaning out those closets and shopping at garage sales for good, clean winter 

coats, hats, boots and mittens. Back to School sales will be starting in stores soon 

so we can stock up to fill school bags for kids in Olmsted County. Collection bar-

rels and collection lists will be in the Narthex soon. 

VBS Thank You 
A huge thank you to all the 

families that joined us for VBS 

“Kingdom of the Son” this year. 

Our youth invited many of their 

friends for a total of 22 partici-

pants. I had fantastic helpers 

and actors all week, making for 

a fun and educational time. 

With Deep Thanks from Our Interim Pastor 
Dear CPC friends, 

Thank you so much for the lovely reception held for Jim and 

me on June 2nd, our last Sunday with you. We have both en-

joyed the vitality and commitment of this church and send our 

very best wishes as you move forward in ministry under the 

leadership of your new called pastor. My blessings during the 

nearly 2 years spent with you are too many to list here. Thanks 

to so many of you for your kind words and cards. The beautiful 

framed wisdom sayings will go with me plus guide and en-

courage me as it reminds me of the wonderful ministry we 

shared at CPC! As you know I have had a very eventful and 

joy-filled month with the birth of my first grandchild (see gra-

tuitous photo) Eli Hooker. Yes! I continue to discover the un-

ending delight of the new “grandparent society” which is a 

great plus with this new baby in my life! 

I also sincerely thank you for your prayers for my next posi-

tion. I am happy to inform you that on June 23, the Congrega-

tional United Church of Christ in Rochester called me as their 

Senior Pastor. I will begin there on July 15. Jim and I plan to 

make Rochester our permanent home, so we may run into you 

at the grocery store or I might literally run alongside you in 

one of the local 5k’s! I look forward to hearing of the very 

bright future being built by you and your pastor Laurene with 

your continued loving commitment to following Christ with 

“Open Hearts and Open Minds.” 

With love and prayers of gratitude to God! 

Teresa Roberts, Interim Pastor 
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COMMUNITY PRESS STAFF: 
Editor: 

Lincoln Shirk/Heath 

Proof Reader: 

Margaret Nelson 

Deadline for Copy for 

August 2013 Newsletter: 
July 15, 2013 

Editor reserves the right to 
edit for content and space. 

COMMUNITY PRESBYTERIAN STAFF: 
Pastor: 

Rev. Laurene Lafontaine 

Director of Children  

& Youth Ministries: 

Denise Swinbank 

Choir Director: 

Denise Swinbank 

Handbell Choir Director: 

Judy Kereakos 

Pianists: 

Judy Kereakos 

Laurie Priniski 

Office Administrator: 

Lincoln Shirk/Heath 

39 Forever Potluck Picnic 
The 39 Forever seniors group will 

hold their annual potluck picnic 

on July 13 at 5:00 p.m.  Watch for 

details in next month’s newsletter. 

If you have any questions, please 

call Ann Hesley at 289-5063. 

Food For Friends Backpacks 
It is with great joy that we have completed another year of serving our friends at Longfellow School 

through our partnership with Channel One Food Bank.  The Food For Friends Backpack program has 

continued to provide up to 15 families at Longfellow child friendly meals to support the nutritional 

needs of the child over the weekend. 

 CPC implemented two successful food drives to collect food such as peanut butter to further impact 

the children we support in the program.  We also provided fresh fruit and a book to each child at holi-

day break, and additional fresh fruit throughout the year.  The winter mitten drive was also a huge 

success and provided all Longfellow children in need with a warm pair of gloves. 

This program would not be a success without the many volunteers who support it.  George Berg, 

thank you for faithfully picking up the food each week at Channel One and delivering it to church all 

year long.  Thank you weekly packing crew, your commitment has not gone unnoticed.  The families 

at Longfellow appreciate you and we do too!  We look forward to packing again in the fall. 

Stacy Kopecky, Judi Berg, Mary Meyer 
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Phone:  (507)  280-9291    Fax:  (507)  282-0338 
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“Open Hearted—Open Minded” 

Come Be Our Guest! 

Sunday Worship:  9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School:  10:45 a.m. (September - May) 

Nursery is provided during Worship 
and Sunday School. 

Place  

stamp  

here 

Vacation Bible School was a big hit! Children were entertained by skits, music and crafts, all 

while learning about God. 


