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The Spirit of Generosity is alive and well at Community
Presbyterian Church! In the wake of the terrible hurricanes, CPC collected funds and cleaning items to fill at
least four cleaning buckets! What a beautiful way to be the
Church and share the love of Jesus!
In October there will continue to be opportunities to give!
We have a few months that need sponsors for our Compassion International child, Remberto. At $38 per month,
much care can be given!
October 1 is Peacemaking Sunday! We will collect offering that
will be given to organizations that fight for justice and peace! In
today’s world, what could be more needed? (see p. 6)
The second Sunday of the month is Channel One Sunday - you are
invited to bring items to fill our Channel One food bin - to share
with our Olmsted county neighbors that need help!
The third Sunday of the month is Noisy Can Sunday - “your small
change can make a big difference.” The children and youth collect
this money and then decide where it can do the most good. Often,
they have chosen the Ronald McDonald House.
You are also asked to contribute to the per capita fund. Each member is asked to contribute $33.75 for 2017. The money is then split
between the General Assembly, the Synod and the Presbytery. It
is a very important responsibility for each member of our congregation to meet. If it is possible for you to contribute, would you
please do so as soon as you can? Please note on your check that it
is for Per Capita. The payments are due by the end of this year.
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Community Presbyterian is “an open-hearted, open-minded
Christian community sharing a ministry of faith, hope and love.”
Community Presbyterian Church is a proud member of the Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA). We were founded by a group of Rochesterites who were committed to building a church based on the simple idea that Christians
should be “open-hearted, open-minded.” We’re located at 3705 Fairway Place NW, just across from Sam’s Club.
Join us for worship at 9:30 Sunday mornings! You are welcome to join us on this journey of faith!

October 2017

Community Presbyterian Church 2017 Leadership
Session
The Session is the governing board of the church. It consists of six ruling elders, elected for three
years. Much of the business of the church is conducted through committees. Each ruling elder
chairs one of the committees. The Pastor, who is a teaching elder and moderator of Session, is an
ex-officio member of every committee.
Class of 2017
Ronda Marshall			
Finance and Stewardship
				Mark Neville			Worship and Music
				Amanda Ross			Christian Education
Class of 2018
Dave Copeland			Nominating
				Ivy Pillers				Mission
Class of 2019
Gene Kopecky			
Building and Grounds
										
Officers:		
Mary Alice Richardson		
Clerk (Non-voting)
				Kim Nickander			Financial Secretary (Non-voting)
				Joanne Powell			Treasurer (Non-voting)
2017 Nominating Committee
Ann Hesley, Stacy Kopecky, Mary Meyer and Jeanette Hallbeck
Membership (a sub committee of Mission) Chairperson: Stacy Kopecky
Deacons
The Board of Deacons is responsible for ministering to all those who are in need, to the
sick, to the friendless, and to all those who may be in distress. Deacons provide meals and
transportation, among other requested needs. They maintain the Prayer Chain. Deacons are
elected in classes of two for three years.
Class of 2017		 Class of 2018		 Class of 2019
Peggy McCarty		
Jennifer Hall			
Louis Bouchard
Bernie Nicholson						Mary Meyer
Head of Staff/ Transitional Pastor
Pastor Steve Pannkuk
Choir Director
		
Meg Britain
Pianist					Glenna Muir
Bell Choir Director		
Judy Kereakos
Custodian					Nancy Sanford
Office Manager				Stephanie Pasch

Ministers to the world

Congregation Members
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From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Saints, Please participate in this survey with only 3 questions:
1. First of all, are you reading your newsletter?
2. Is yours the printed or electronic copy?
3. Do you have any suggestions for how we can make it better?
Send me an email with your answers: pastorstevepannkuk@
gmail.com or pastor@cpcroch.org, or call the office: 507-2809291 Thank you!
Stepping into October, I hope and pray this finds you well and grateful for all that God provides. I
truly look forward “coming to work.” Highlights are the deep conversations and the great variety in
ministry each day. Your recent past has been intense, but the future for Community is hopeful. Let me
share with you a few highlights from this past month worth celebrating...
The children are back at Children’s Place Nursery School! It’s exciting to have the classrooms filled,
and our worship space used as an activity room. “I’m 4!” one girl recently shared with me as she was
lined up outside Brenda’s office. “I’m 4 too!” another boy said. Another girl, “I’m four and a half.”
Nowadays those halves are important. “How old you think I am, I asked. Without a hesitation, “One
Hundred!” No, I said with a smile, and then another said: “Ninety!” And they kept guessing… LOL
Their joy is contagious, and the laughter refreshes the soul.
+Brass, Etc. joined us for our outdoor worship on September 10. That same Sunday, our Executive
Presbyter, Jeff Japinga preached an inspiring message and highlighted our deep connections to the
wider church. And the weather was amazing! The pancakes were too.
A few days later, Ronda and I went to the Presbytery Meeting in Red Wing. Jeff Japinga was officially
installed as Executive Presbyter, 2 pastoral candidates were questioned and their ministry was affirmed. Ronda and I also heard some excellent Stewardship tips from Adam J. Copeland, a Presbyterian leader serving at Luther Seminary’s Center for Stewardship Leaders. You’ll be hearing more from
Ronda and me this Fall.
I hope you all received the recent letter I wrote to members and friends of Community. The letter has
already lead to additional visits and a greater understanding of you and your family, the church’s history, and the essential tasks at hand for us now. Have you thought, “I’d like to get to know Pastor Steve
a little more, and share my perspectives with him?” If that still small voice is speaking, please give me
a call at church. Or send an email pastorstevepannkuk@gmail.com or pastor@cpcroch.org
My regular days at Community are Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Sundays.
I was reminded recently that this time of transition is not a passive “place-holding” time, but a very
active time for Community. We are in the midst of an intentional and intensive process that is blessing us now and will on into the future.
Thank you for your prayers and trust, support and encouragement. I am grateful to be your Transition Pastor. God is in the midst of us, and we are blessed.... To be a blessing.
In peace, with prayer, Pastor Steve
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Worship and Music
The Outdoor Service was held on Sunday, September 10th. It was a great
success! Highlights of the day:
• Special guest Pastor Jeff Japinga, now the Executive Presbyter of the
Twin Cities Presbytery. Pastor Japinga graciously provided the sermon.
• Music provided by Brass Etc.
• Outstanding weather provided by God. (The W&M Committee tried to
take credit, but no one bought that.)
• Special thanks to:
• Pastor Steve who handled everything but the sermon and the music
• The Marshall’s for handling the sound system
• Louis, Ben, Dave, Margie, Bruce, Mary Alice and anyone else I forgot
to mention, for assisting with the physical set up
• Stacy Kopecky and her committee for providing a delicious pancake
breakfast following the service

The Worship and Music Team,
Stephanie and Pastor Steve are
working on a list of favorite hymns!
Please add your favorite to the list
by leaving a written list in Stephanie’s box in the office or by e-mailing the church office. Thanks!

Saturday, October 28, St. Croix Hospice will have their annual
Service of Remembrance at 10:00 am at CPC. You are invited
to attend. If you are planning to attend, please RSVP to the
church office with the name of the loved one that you will be
remembering that day. St. Croix Hospice will already have the
names of those from CPC that have passed away in the last year.

Session Snapshot - September 26
Session had a very productive meeting in September. It is a joy to be on Session and to have such wonderful,
dedicated and happy elders and pastor serving God and CPC.
The Committee on Ministry has completed the work approving Pastor Steve's call to our church. CPC is always ahead of the game. The contract has been backdated to his beginning date of May 30, 2017. There were
details to work out between the Lutheran Church and the Presbyterian Church since Pastor Steve is an active
member of the Lutheran Church (ELCA). He is now also an active member of the Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area. Their loss is our gain.
Building and Grounds are hard at work as usual. They will be purchasing a new energy efficient refrigerator
soon to replace the 2 refrigerators that are 20 years old. They served us well, but they are no longer working
properly. Signage is a work in progress. Sunday School is beginning with a newly decorated Kidz Klub. October 29, there will be a trip to Tews Corn Maze. The Outdoor Service was wonderful both with the service
and music by Brass Etc. and nice weather, topped off with a most delicious pancake breakfast. Finance is
beginning working on the Stewardship campaign. Look for information soon. Stewardship Sunday will be
Nov. 12.
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Christian Education
Letter to Sunday School Families

Welcome to this season of the church year, which began on June 11 (the week after Pentecost
Sunday) and ends on November 26, the Sunday before Advent.
In October and November we move into the last half of the Season after Pentecost. During
October, children will hear some of the foundational stories of our faith – from Exodus 17, 20,
32, and 33; and Deuteronomy 34 – about Moses and his leadership of the Hebrew people. In
November, the children will hear three well-known parables from Jesus’ teachings, recorded
in Matthew 25, about living in God’s way.
The sessions include time for children to read from Bibles and learn how to find the scripture
focus passages. We are happy if your child would like to bring her or his own Bible from
home. Variations in translations make the discussions more interesting and help point out to
the group the different possibilities for translating from the original languages.
As we explore the biblical stories of faith, the children will also be invited to tell the stories of
their own lives. Storytelling is important and through these stories children can begin to see
how God works in their lives and the lives of others.
If possible, set aside time for storytelling in your own family. Invite your child to re-tell the
stories explored at church, stories from their everyday lives. Tell your own stories too, and
stories from your family history, seeing how the Spirit moves in the telling.
We will be praying for your child during these weeks. We ask that you and your child pray
for us as well, as we prepare for and lead the sessions each week. May these months be ones
of growth and discovery for your child and your family.
Blessings,
Christian Education Team

The last Sunday in September, our group had a lively discussion of racial
prejudice, the most basic of education, the geography of South Carolina, and
more.
On October 22, we will discuss God’s Hotel by Victoria Sweet. This book
tells of a hospital in San Francisco, the last almshouse in the country. “Tracing our understanding of medicine back to its medieval roots... [to show us]
a kind of sensitive medicine that has almost vanished.”
Consult local libraries for the book. If you cannot find one, call Marg
Nelson.
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Mission

CPC will collect a “peacemaking offering” on World Communion Sunday, October 1. The gifts
collected enable the church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of injustice across
the world. Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this offering to connect
with the global witness of Christ’s peace (PossAbilities). Mid- councils retain an additional 25% for
ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative
projects of education and Christian witness.

Membership
Thank you’s to those who helped
with the Pancake Breakfast on
September 10th!
What a fun Sunday - the Outdoor
Service and Pancake Breakfast on
September 10! Thank you to Marcia,
Bruce, Peggy and Jean for helping in
the kitchen and thanks to Carole for
the beautiful flower arrangements for
the tables and to Ben for set up help.
Thank you to Stacy for coordinating
the breakfast! The breakfast couldn’t
have happened without all of you!

Sunday, October 29, 1:00 pm
Let’s join together for an afternoon of Autumn fun as we
visit Tews Corn Maze near Lewiston, MN. Petting zoo,
pumpkins, hayrides, food, and more. Groups of 10 or more =
$8.00 each. Sign up in the narthex or talk to Stacy to register.
Carpools will leave from CPC at 1 pm. Friends are welcome!
It’s going to be an A-Maze-ing time! Questions? Contact
Stacy @ 286-8802.

Save the Date!
The Annual Harvest Dinner will be
Saturday, November 4th!
Put it on your calendar and plan to be here!
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Membership Spotlight
Spotlight on Mark, Ivy, Roy, and Peggy Pillers
Two topics in particular need reporting about the Pillers
family: 1) the ways in which the two families have developed over the years from the earliest citizens to the most
recent, and 2) the number of mechanical engineers in one
family. Ivy’s citizenship dates back to the Brewster family
who came over on the Mayflower --citizens from the beginning --while Mark’s citizenship began as a first generation
American, his mother being British. The Mechanical Engineering emphasis dates to Ivy’s father Bill (Petersen) as well
as her nephew and on Mark’s side, a father, brother and two
nephews. The list continues with their son Roy, working on his PhD in engineering now and daughter, Peggy
who, after a few years as a dancer, hopes to become an engineer.
Mark and Ivy met on a blind date arranged by Mark’s sister who worked in the same area as Ivy. The story is
that when Mark came home that evening his mother asked how the date had gone, and his answer was simply a big smile! An aside from his mother-in-law (Margie) “Mark is very romantic and frequently brings Ivy
flowers and jewelry.” They were married in Portland where Mark was working for Hyster Fork Lift Co, They
soon moved to Menlo Park, CA for Mark’s work with Peterbilt and Ivy’s residency in Radiation Oncology
before moving to Rochester in 1991 for Ivy’s first job, and her last, she says, at Mayo in Radiation Oncology.
Crenlo was delighted to hire Mark as they were looking for a Professional Engineer. Four years ago on their
25th anniversary it occurred to them that they still had some of their wedding cake in the freezer, “and it was
very good!”
To backtrack, Ivy was born in Cleveland, attended college in Marietta, Ohio, got her MD at the Medical College of Ohio in Toledo, did her internship in Portland and residency at Stanford.. Mark, born in Spokane,
WA, got his engineering training at the University of Portland for both his undergraduate and master’s degrees. It was in Portland that he met and married Ivy. Roy was born in Rochester in 1993, graduated summa
cum laude from St. Thomas University in St. Paul in 2015 with a degree in mechanical engineering while
keeping active on the swim team. He worked at Winona Lighting for nearly 2 years before starting his PhD
at Iowa State this fall. Peggy, also born in Rochester in 1996, is currently at the Univ. of Arizona in Tucson
with a double major in dance and mechanical engineering. .She is fortunate to be able to visit with her grandmother in Mesa during the winters.
Beyond work, Mark enjoys pottery and woodworking. Ivy is active in the community, especially for the
American Cancer Society Hope Lodge for which she was honored as an Amazing Woman in 2013. Swimming and Ultimate Frisbee are Roy’s major extra-curricular activities as dance and music are for Peggy. The
family likes travel and Mark also travels a lot in his work. When he returns from his trip to Brazil in a couple
of weeks he will have logged over two million miles with Delta.
At CPC Mark has been on the Building and Grounds Committee (including a stint as chair) for six years.
Ivy is chair of the Mission Committee and is a member of the choir. Roy’s major contribution to the church
was designing and helping to build the gazebo out by the garden. Peggy is an excellent pianist and plays for
church when she is home from college. She has been playing for us since she was quite young.
The Pillers are a very talented and active family.
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Presbyterian Women
PW Bible Study
Mondays beginning October 2nd
10:00 am
Study Leader: Rev. Julie Beck
Bible Study: Cloud of Witnesses
The Community of Christ in Hebrews
Women of CPC!
You are invited to Monthly GetTogether on Wednesday, October 4th!
Location: CPC Library
Topic: Human Trafficking
Questions? Talk to Margie Petersen
Presbyterian Women
of the Twin Cities Area
Fall Gathering in Burnsville
October 7
9 am - 3 pm
Speaker: Sadia Tarannum from the NW
Islanmic Community Center, Plymouth

The Letter to the Hebrews is a significant book of the
Bible, and is also significantly different from every other
book in the Bible...We will explore nine major themes,
relate those themes to other parts of our faith tradition,
and tie them together with the over-arching motif of community. The community for which the letter was written
interacts, in a sense, with all the communities of which
you are a part, because you bring those groups with you
wherever you go—they have helped to form you into
the person you are. The community in which you study
and worship, your family and friends, social and therapy
groups . . . all are part of you. Our prayer is that the study
of community in Hebrews will help us strengthen our own
communities. Talk to Mary Alice about study materials!

Celebrations

Birthdays and Anniversaries are
in the print edition of the newsletter. Pick one up at church!
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Around the Community

Channel One
Regional Food Bank
13th Annual EMPTY BOWLS
When: Thursday, October 12
11:00 a.m - 8:00 p.m.
Where: Rochester Art Center
40 Civic Center Dr SE
Rochester, MN 55904
Tickets
Pre-sale Tickets:
$10 for individual
$30 - family (2 adults and up to 4
children)
Tickets on day of event:
$15 for individual
$35 - family (2 adults and up to 4
children)
Sponsor Empty Bowls!
Donate Soup or Bread for the event!
More information:
Go to the Channel One website!
https://www.helpingfeedpeople.org/
emptybowls/

South of the River CROP Hunger
Walk steps off Oct. 8
It's not too late to form a team, decide to participate as an individual or sponsor a walker in the fifth annual South of the River
CROP Hunger Walk. The walk is scheduled Sunday, Oct. 8, with
registration beginning at 1 p.m. at St. John's Lutheran Church,
20165 Heath Ave., Lakeville. The walk steps off at 2 p.m. CROP
Hunger Walks are community education and fundraising events
for Church World Service. One quarter of the funds raised by
each walk goes to local hunger-fighting agencies. Spirit of Life
Presbyterian Church in Apple Valley, Presbyterian Church of
the Apostles in Burnsville, and Oak Grove Presbyterian Church
in Bloomington are among the congregations participating in
the walk. Additional details are available at www.cropwalk.org/
SouthOfTheRiverMN or on facebook - Twin Cities South of the
River CROP Walk.

Around the Community Continued
Put Life Back Into Your Life!

POWERFUL TOOLS
FOR CAREGIVERS

Living Well With Chronic
Conditions
Now I have
more energy
Workshop
than I’ve had in

A class for family caregivers of older adults

“

This program will help you take care of yourself
while caring for an older relative or friend. You will
benefit from this class whether you are helping a
parent, spouse, friend, someone who lives at home,
in a nursing home, or across the country. This 6week workshop will help you develop a wealth of self
-care tools to reduce stress, change
negative self-talk, communicate more
effectively, recognize the messages in
emotions, and make tough caregiving
decisions.

Are you an adult with
an ongoing health
condition?

years. I’m calmer and more
confident about
my health.”

You’ll get the support you need, find practical
ways to deal with pain and fatigue, discover
better nutrition and exercise choices,
understand new treatment choices, and learn
better ways to talk with your doctor and family
about your health.

Upcoming Workshops
Tuesdays
October 3 - November 7, 2017
Time: 5:00 - 6:30 pm
Location: Elder Network
1130 1/2 7th Street NW, Suite 205
Rochester

If you have conditions such as:
* Diabetes
* Arthritis * Heart Disease
* Chronic Pain * Depression
* Anxiety
* High Blood Pressure

Tuesdays
October 10 - November 14, 2017
Time: 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Location: Madonna Summit
551 Byron Main Ct NE
Byron

the Living Well with Chronic Conditions
Workshop can help you take charge of
your life.

Mondays
October 9 - November 13, 2017
Time: 3:00 - 4:30 pm
Location: St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center
Sr. Gerina Room
1200 Grant Blvd W
Wabasha

Thursdays
October 5 - November 9
Time: 10:00 - Noon
The Waters Senior Living
827 Mayowood Road SW
Rochester

COMING SOON AT:

Tuesdays
October 17 - November 21, 2017
Time: 10:00 - Noon
Location: Elder Network
1130 1/2 7th St NW
Suite 205
Rochester

Upcoming Workshops

The Bluffs - Lake City
The Homestead - Rochester
To register or for more information, contact
Elder Network at 507-285-5272
Registration required - Class size is limited

Updated: 9/12/2017
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October 2017 - Community Presbyterian's Calendar
Sunday
Peacemaking
Offering
9:30am
Worship with
Communion
10:30am
Fellowship
10:45am
Christian
Education

8

Channel One
Sunday
9:30am
Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
10:45am
Christian
Education
Noisy Can
Sunday
9:30am
Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
10:45am
Christian
Education

1

15

22

9:30am
Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
10:45am
Christian
Education
10:45am Book
Discussion
Group
9:30am
Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
10:45am
Christian
Education
1:00pm Tews
Corn Maze

29

Monday
10:00am PW
Bible Study
6:00pm Med
City Tai Chi
Class

10:00am PW
Bible Study
6:00pm Med
City Tai Chi
Class

10:00am PW
Bible Study
6:00pm Med
City Tai Chi
Class

Office Closed
10:00am PW
Bible Study
6:00pm Med
City Tai Chi
Class

10:00am PW
Bible Study
6:00pm Med
City Tai Chi
Class

2

9

16

23

30

Tuesday

3

5:00pm
Stewardship
Committee
Planning Dinner
5:15pm 4Kicks
Taekwondo
6:00pm Brain
Injury Support
Group
7:00pm
Christian
Education
Committee
meeting

10

5:15pm 4Kicks
Taekwondo

17

5:15pm 4Kicks
Taekwondo
5:30pm Finance
& Stewardship
meeting

24

5:15pm 4Kicks
Taekwondo
7:00pm Session
Meeting

31

5:15pm 4Kicks
Taekwondo

Wednesday Thursday
4

6:30am Prayer
Group
12:00pm
Bulletin info due
12:30pm PW
Monthly
Get-Together
7:00pm Choir

11

6:30am Prayer
Group
12:00pm
Bulletin info due
6:30pm Building
and Grounds
7:00pm Choir

18

6:30am Prayer
Group
12:00pm
Bulletin info due
7:00pm Choir

25

6:30am Prayer
Group
12:00pm
Bulletin info due
7:00pm Choir

1

6:30am Prayer
Group
12:00pm
Bulletin info due
12:30pm PW
Monthly
Get-Together
6:15pm
Jubellation
Handbell
Rehearsal
7:00pm Choir

5:15pm 4Kicks
Taekwondo

5

Friday

12

5:15pm 4Kicks
Taekwondo

19

5:15pm 4Kicks
Taekwondo

12:00pm
Newsletter
articles due

6

14

20

21

27

2

3

5:15pm 4Kicks
Taekwondo

7

9:00am PW Fall
Gathering at
Burnsville
Presbyterian
Church

13

26

5:15pm 4Kicks
Taekwondo

Saturday

28

10:00am
Service of
Remembrance
(St. Croix
Hospice)

Harvest Dinner
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Community Presbyterian Church
3705 Fairway Place NW
Rochester, MN 55901

Put these dates on your calendar!
October 1 - Peacemaking Offering
October 2 - PW Bible Study begins
October 4 - PW Monthly Get-Together
October 22 - Book Discussion Group
October 28 - Service of Remembrance
October 29 - Tews Corn Maze
November 1 - Jubellation Handbells begin rehearsals
November 4 - Harvest Dinner
A full calendar can always be found
on the CPC website! www.cpcrochester.org

