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On Sunday, May 19 after
worship, there will be a congregational meeting (see below).
After that short meeting, stay
for conversation! Give your
input on the gifts, skills and
experiences that are priorities
for our next pastor! Everyone’s
input is important as we look
to move forward!
The Session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, May 19,
2019, immediately following worship, for the purpose of approving
the recommendation of the Finance
Committee that: the triennial audit,
which is due this year, be postponed
until 2020.
The reason for this proposal is that we have just implemented a
new software and system for recording our financial reports. The
Committee would like to conduct the audit after it has been in
place for a year, for consistency and to make it easier to review
the records.
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Community Presbyterian Church Leadership
Session
The Session is the governing board of the church. It consists of six ruling elders, elected for three
years. Much of the business of the church is conducted through committees. Each ruling elder
chairs one of the committees. The Pastor, who is a teaching elder and moderator of Session, is an
ex-officio member of every committee.
Class of 2019
Gene Kopecky			
Building and Grounds
				Amanda Ross			Christian Education
Class of 2020
unfilled				Worship and Music
				Kim Nickander			Finance and Stewardship
Class of 2021
Ronda Marshall			Mission
				Dave Copeland			Personnel
										

Officers:		
Mary Alice Richardson		
Clerk (Non-voting)
				Mark Pillers				Financial Secretary (Non-voting)
				Joanne Powell			Treasurer (Non-voting)
2019 Nominating Committee
Ann Hesley, Mary Meyer, Jeanette Hallbeck, and Peggy McCarty
Membership (a sub committee of Christian Education) Chairperson: Stacy Kopecky
Deacons
The Board of Deacons is responsible for ministering to all those who are in need, to the
sick, to the friendless, and to all those who may be in distress. Deacons provide meals and
transportation, among other requested needs. They maintain the Prayer Chain. Deacons are
elected in classes of two and serve a three year term.
Class of 2019		 Class of 2020		 Class of 2021
Louis Bouchard		
Marcia Britain		
Jeanette Hallbeck
Mary Meyer			Ann Hesley			Jennifer Hall
Staff
Head of Staff/ Transitional Pastor
Pastor Susan Li
Choir Director
		
Meg Cain
Pianist					Glenna Muir
Bell Choir Director		
Judy Kereakos
Custodian					Nancy Sanford
Office Manager				Stephanie Pasch

Ministers to the world

Congregation Members
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From the Pastor’s Desk
“Who Needs to Know?”
During this transition time, the session has been thinking about CPC’s
mission and how we are organized to make mission possible. How will we
set goals, and how will we coordinate our efforts to achieve those goals?
Communication within the congregation is a key element of successful
planning and carrying out our vision for programs activities and ministry.
A guiding question that keeps coming to my mind is, “Who needs to know?” Committees need to plan
and coordinate their work with each other and with the session. The session is responsible for the overall
vision and operations of the church. They set policies and make decisions to enable smooth operations
and communicate their decisions to the congregation. We also want to be in active communication with
neighbors and friends. In addition, we are trying to be more comprehensive and intentional in the ways
we share information and communicate with the whole congregation in order to increase awareness and
involvement.
Beyond our own congregation, the question “Who needs to know?” takes on an even greater meaning. Christ
is risen! God has shown us that forgiveness and newness of life are God’s intention for us and for all people.
We do not need to live in fear, for Christ has promised to be with us, saying, “Behold, I am with you, even to
the end of the age.” Who needs to know this? Everyone! How will we, as Community Presbyterian Church,
communicate and engage with others so that they, too, may know and experience God’s saving love? I trust
that God will continue to guide us.
May the Easter promise of new life and new beginnings bring you joy, Pastor Susan

Worship and Music
Don’t forget to sign up to volunteer in worship! Each week we need :
• a liturgist
• worship assistants (2-3)
• a greeter
• a refreshment host
Once a month, we need 4 (ordained) communion assistants. Please look at
your schedule and sign up to help! Sign up in the narthex or by e-mailing/
calling the office!

Music Appreciation Sunday on May 12
Community Presbyterian Church is blessed with many fantastic
musicians in the CPC Choir, Jubellation Handbells, and the Youth
Ringtones! We will celebrate and appreciate all of their contributions to our worship in this special service.
Plan to be in church on Sunday, May 12 as we celebrate with the CPC
Community!
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SESSION NOTES
Highlights of the Session Meeting on Tuesday, April 23:
We began by sharing a favorite Easter memory (what is yours?)
We gave thanks for a reflective Lenten season, an amazing handbell celebration, and meaningful Holy Week, including
Palm Sunday and Maundy Thursday supper and services. Easter was a joyful day as we welcomed visitors and family
members to worship and celebrate with us. The Easter egg hunt was a lot of fun for kids and adults. We are grateful for
all took part and for those who contributed to planning and coordinating the many details.
We discussed plans for our April 30 retreat with Rev. Deb DeMeester, who is staff member for leadership development
at the Synod of Lakes and Prairies. Pastor. Susan asked us to consider these questions:
1. How is CPC different from when Deb led the session in November, 2016?
2. What have you learned, or what new understandings about the church have you gained, during the interim/transition process?
3. What goals do you have for CPC for the next 6 months, 12 months, 24 months?
We reviewed the lease with Children’s Place, which is coming up for renewal in August, and considered suggestions
from the Building and Grounds committee. They will work with CP to create a lease that will serve both nursery school
and CPC well in the coming years. We are thankful for their partnership over the past 20 years!
Building and Grounds set the “Spring Fling” church clean-up and meal for Saturday, May 18, with rain date June 8.
Christian Ed. committee has ordered new curriculum. The puzzle room was well attended and lots of fun. Two of our
youth brought friends to the event. Movie night is coming up.
Finance Committee recommends postponing the triennial audit to 2020, as they have recently changed our record
keeping to a new program. They advise that the audit will be much simpler if we have been on the new system for a full
year. Thanks to Joanne for setting up the new system for us. Since the by-laws require an audit every 3 years, we will ask
the congregation to approve the variance.
We discussed ways to find a new tenant for CPC, now that Just for Kicks Tae Kwon Do has found their own space.
Church members, and their contacts, may be the best source of referrals. We will advertise in the bulletin, newsletter,
and E-blast. We will also contact the United Way and other non-profit groups to let them know we have space available
for use.
Approved a $50 scholarship for Abby Hall to attend a handbell conference in Prior Lake, MN in May, with a focus on
playing the bell tree. We are excited for her to have this opportunity.

Building & Grounds
Spring Fling
Saturday, May 18,
10:00-2:00
Help give our church some
cleaning TLC both inside
and out! Lunch will be
served. Sign up in the narthex or by contacting the
church office! See you at
church!

The Tae Kwon Do group that was renting our
building on Tuesdays and Thursdays has found
their own space. This has created an opening in
our rental schedule. In our congregational
conversations, we identified opening our church
to our neighbors as an important part of our
mission. If you know of a group seeking meeting space, please
mention CPC as an option for them to consider. The rental
guidelines are available on our website (www.cpcrochester.org/
building-rentals/).
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Christian Education
Christian Education for Children and Youth
Sundays, 10:45 am
May 5 • “Turning Point of Transformation” • Acts 9:1-6, (7-20)
May 12 • “Identity of Resistance” • Acts 9:36-43
May 19 • “Spirit of Solidarity” • Acts 11:1-18
May 26 • Memorial Day Weekend

Sunday, June 2
(Note the date change!)
10:45 am in the library

Everyone had a great time at the Escape
Room on Friday, April 19! They almost
made it out in time.... just a minute or
two short! Maybe next time!!!

In May, we will discuss Lila by
Marilynne Robinson. In the town
of Gilead, Lila marries a minister.
It is not surprising that she finds
it difficult to reconcile her old
life with her new one. Robinson’s
books Gilead and Lila have won National book awards
and critics predict they will become new American
Classics.
At the May meeting we will also begin choosing books
for next year, so bring your suggestions!

Community Presbyterian Church is happy to send Abby Hall to
Prior Lake for the “Into the Forest - exploring among the trees”
handbell workshop. It is a chance for belltree ringers to gather and
develop new ideas, techniques and music. She will be there May
16-18. Have fun, Abby!
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Presbyterian Women
May 1 at Margie Petersen’s Home – 12:30 pm – Salad Lunch
CPC PW members are going to reach out to the children of Puerto Rico
through the Presbyterian Women of the USA to let them know that they
are loved. How is this going to happen? On May 1, the group will be
decorating pillowcases with ribbons, pictures and other decorations to
send to young people in Puerto Rico through the Presbyterian Churches
there. It is an act of love and care to know that there are women across
the water who are thinking and praying for them.
PW Bible Study will
continue on May 8
and May 15 at 11:30
am. All are
welcome!

PW invites all of us to contribute articles like ribbon, appliques/little
pictures to be attached to the pillowcase, etc. You may also email a
prayer to be added to our collection – maybe even a photo of you, your
children or your grandchildren. Send it to the church office (office@
cpcrochester.org).
Directions to Margie’s place can be picked up at church. Carpools will
also leave from church. Gather in the CPC parking lot at noon for a ride.

Celebrations

Birthdays can be found in the
print edition of the newsletter pick one up at church!

Congrats to Abby Hall who will graduate from Century
High School in the evening on May 25! We are proud
of you and wish you best in your future endeavors!
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Community Presbyterian's Calendar
May 2019

Sunday

9:30am
Worship with
Communion
10:30am
Fellowship
10:45am
Christian
Education

Music
Appreciation
Sunday
9:30am
Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
10:45am
Christian
Education

Monday

5

12

19

6

6:00pm Med
City Tai Chi
Class

6:00pm Med
City Tai Chi
Class

13

20

Noisy Can
Sunday
9:30am
Worship
10:30am
Congregationa
l Meeting
10:30am
Fellowship
10:45am
Christian
Education

12:00pm
Newsletter
articles due
6:00pm Med
City Tai Chi
Class

9:30am
Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
10:45am
Christian
Education
10:45am NO
Book
Discussion
Group
(postponed to
June 2)

Office Closed
11:00am
Building Rental

26

Tuesday

27

Stephanie out
of office
6:00pm Brain
Injury Support
Group
7:00pm
Christian
Education
Committee
meeting

Wednesday Thursday

7

14

6:00pm
Worship and
Music Meeting
6:30pm
Building and
Grounds
Meeting

5:30pm
Finance &
Stewardship
Meeting

21

28

1

2

8

9

10

15

16

17

22

23

24

29

30

31

6:30am Prayer
Group
12:00pm
Bulletin info
due
12:30pm PW
Monthly
Get-Together
7:00pm Choir
6:30am Prayer
Group
11:30am PW
Study
12:00pm
Bulletin info
due
7:00pm Choir

6:30am Prayer
Group
11:30am PW
Study
12:00pm
Bulletin info
due

Children's
Place: Last day
of classes
2018-2019
6:30am Prayer
Group
12:00pm
Bulletin info
due

6:30am Prayer
Group
12:00pm
Bulletin info
due
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Friday

6:00pm
Session
Meeting

3

Saturday

4

11

10:00am
Spring Fling

18

25

Community Presbyterian Church
3705 Fairway Place NW
Rochester, MN 55901

Put these dates on your calendar!
May 1 PW Monthly Get Together
May 8 PW Bible Study
May 12 Music Appreciation Sunday
May 15 PW Bible Study
May 18 Spring Fling
June 2 Book Discussion Group
A full calendar can always be
found on the CPC website!
www.cpcrochester.org

Community Presbyterian
is “an open-hearted, openminded Christian community sharing a ministry of
faith, hope and love.” CPC
is a proud member of the
Presbyterian Church USA
(PCUSA).
We’re located at 3705
Fairway Place NW, just
across 55th Street from
Sam’s Club.
Join us for worship at 9:30
Sunday mornings!
You are invited to join us
on this journey of faith!

