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Community Presbyterian is “an open-hearted, open-minded 
Christian community sharing a ministry of faith, hope and love.”

Community Presbyterian Church is a proud member of the Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA).  We were 
founded by a group of Rochesterites who were committed to building a church based on the simple idea that 
Christians should be “open-hearted, open-minded.”  We’re located at 3705 55th Street NW, just across from 
Sam’s Club.  Join us for worship at 9:30 Sunday mornings!  You are welcome to join us on this journey of faith!

Community Presbyterian Church * 3705 55th Street NW * Rochester, MN 55901 * 507-280-9291 * www.cpcrochester.org
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Community Presbyterian Church is celebrating on May 21!

CPC has fantastic musicians in the CPC Adult Choir as well as Jubella-
tion Handbell Choir!  We celebrate and appreciate all that you contrib-
ute to our worship services!

CPC is blessed with involved children and youth and the adults that 
connect with them!  We celebrate and appreciate you and your enthu-
siasm and energy!

Plan to be in church on Sunday, May 21st as we celebrate with your 
CPC Community!
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Session
The Session is the governing board of the church. It consists of six ruling elders, elected for three 
years. Much of the business of the church is conducted through committees. Each ruling elder 
chairs one of the committees. The Pastor, who is a teaching elder and moderator of Session, is an 
ex-officio member of every committee.  
   
 Class of 2017 Ronda Marshall   Finance and Stewardship 
    Mark Neville   Worship and Music
    Amanda Ross   Christian Education 

 Class of 2018 Dave Copeland   Nominating
    Ivy Pillers    Mission

 Class of 2019 Gene Kopecky   Building and Grounds
          
 Officers:  Mary Alice Richardson  Clerk (Non-voting)
    Kim Nickander   Financial Secretary
    Joanne Powell   Treasurer

 2017 Nominating Committee
 Ann Hesley, Stacy Kopecky, Mary Meyer and Jeanette Hallbeck

Deacons
The Board of Deacons is responsible for ministering to all those who are in need, to the 
sick, to the friendless, and to all those who may be in distress. Deacons provide meals and 
transportation, among other requested needs. They maintain the Prayer Chain.  Deacons are 
elected in classes of two for three years.

Choir  Director                     Meg Britain
Pianist     Glenna Muir 
Bell Choir Director      Judy Kereakos
Custodian     Nancy Sanford 
Office Manager    Stephanie Pasch
Ministers to the world      Congregation Members

Community Presbyterian Church 2017 Leadership

Class of 2017  Class of 2018  Class of 2019
Peggy McCarty  Carol Bigelow  Louis Bouchard 
Bernie Nicholson  Jennifer Hall   Mary Meyer



Worship and Music
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Your help is needed for Worship!
Our Worship Volunteers create a warm, welcoming, and orderly envi-
ronment so the focus of our worship services can remain on worship. 
Volunteering as a Worship Assistant, Greeter, or Liturgist is an impor-
tant way to contribute to the CPC community. Nursery Volunteers 
and Refreshments Hosts are also needed.  

A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex, 
or email Stephanie at office@cpcrochester.org 

or call the office at 507-280-9291.

Bell ringers - Dave, Carole and Ben on March 26, 2017.  “Thirty 
Four years ago, Dave and I had handbells rung at our wedding.  It’s 
been a pleasure to ring with the handbell group as a family!  Many 
thanks to Judy Kereakos for directing the handbell group!”  
 - Carole Kinion Copeland

Why I Love to Sing in the Choir
By Stacy Kopecky

Joining the church choir was a giant leap of faith for me.   You see, my only 
group singing experience involves epic sing-a-longs with my children road 
tripping in the car.  I’ve always loved music and the thought of singing with 
a group was intriguing.  This church is filled with so many musically tal-
ented people I figured I could learn a thing or two and draw on the musical 
experience of playing piano, flute, and bassoon in middle and high school, 
which was a long, long time ago.

I have found choir to be a relaxing, friendly, supportive oasis to come each week to challenge myself 
and grow my faith all while singing praises to the Lord each Sunday with a group of fantastic people.  
So, all you people who love to sing in the shower or your car, I encourage you to step out in faith and 
join us in filling your heart and the church with beautiful music.    
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Scribbles from Session

The search for our transitional pastor is underway. We have post-
ed the position on the Presbytery website. The Personnel Com-
mittee is interviewing  candidates. We have hired a cleaner, Nancy 
Sanford who began cleaning our church Easter week. Thanks to 
all who helped clean the church while we were between cleaners.

You may also notice that Building and Grounds is installing LED 
lights that will save on the costs of electricity each month. Thanks 
to Bill Marshall, Peter Marshall, and Russ Marshall for their work 
in converting some of the lights. The lights in the office, in the 
kitchen and hallway by the kitchen have been replaced. There will 
also be an energy audit by RPU to see ways that we can be more 
energy efficient and save money. Most of the old brown tables 
have been replaced with white tables that are much easier to use. 
Some of the memorial money has been used to purchase these 
tables.

-Mary Alice Richardson, Clerk of Session

Did you know that you can 
support Community Presby-
terian Church when you shop 
through Amazon.  Go to smile.
amazon.com, select Rochester 
Community Presbyterian Church 
and shop just as you normally 
would on amazon.com.  A per-
centage of qualified sales will 
come back to CPC!  

Building and Grounds

Spring Fling
Saturday*, May 6th

1:00-5:00 pm
All Hands on Deck!

Help give our church some cleaning TLC both inside 
and out! And then, enjoy Ice Cream Sundaes together!  
Sign up in the narthex or by contacting the church 
office!

*Saturday instead of Sunday as we rent the building 
Sundays beginning at 3:00 pm.

Thank you to all who were involved with Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday services!  From the 
readers that led us in a meaningful service on Maundy Thursday to the musicians that led us in a 
festive worship on Easter Sunday, and everyone else who volunteered, all of your contributions were 
appreciated!  Thanks, also to the kitchen crew for the soup and bread meal on Maundy Thursday 
and the Continental Breakfast on Easter Sunday!
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Christian Education

Christian Education for Children and Youth
Sundays at 10:45 am

May 7 • Glad and Generous Hearts • Acts 2:42-47
May 14 • Stand Firm • Acts 7:55-60

*May 21 • Called Alongside • John 14:15-21

*May 21st is our last day of Sunday School until the fall.

The book discussion group will meet on Sunday, May 28 at 10:45 am. This is 

May 21 is a big day!  It is the last day of 
Sunday School for this program year (we’ll 
start up again in the fall).  It is also Appre-
ciation Sunday for both music and youth!  
So, mark your calendars and plan to be 
here on the 21st!

Confirmation Sunday is June 4th.  
Plan to be here as our young con-
firmands affirm their faith!  There 
will be more information in the 
June newsletter and in upcoming 
bulletins/e-blasts.

Save the date!  Instead of tradi-
tional Vacation Bible School this 
summer, we are doing some sum-
mer activities!  The first summer 
activity is June 16th!  It will be an 
outdoor movie night!  Watch for 

the June newsletter and the bulletins/e-blast for more 
information!

our last meeting until September.  The book for May is The House I Loved by Tatiana De Rosnay.  

“From the New York Times bestselling author of Sarah’s Key and A Secret Kept comes an absorbing 
new novel about one woman’s resistance during an époque that shook Paris to its very core.

Paris, France: 1860’s. Hundreds of houses are being razed, whole neighborhoods reduced to ashes. By 
order of Emperor Napoleon III, Baron Haussman has set into motion a series of large-scale renova-
tions that will permanently alter the face of old Paris, moulding it into a “modern city.” The reforms 
will erase generations of history—but in the midst of the tumult, one woman will take a stand. ...”
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Celebrations and News

Membership

CPC Supper Club 
Come join us for food, fellowship and fun!  The 
CPC Supper Club will gather periodically for 
dinner at a local restaurant.  

The first dinner is planned for Sunday, May 21 
at 5:00 at Pasquales Neighborhood Pizzeria, 130 
5th Street SW, Rochester, MN.  

Locations for future dinners this summer in-
clude outdoor venues such as The Porch, Twiggs, 
Berne Wood-Fired Pizza. 

Contact Marcia Britain with RSVP for May 21 
dinner or questions. 

Friday, May 5, 2017 
6:30 PM 

 @ CPC Kidz Klub Room 
  Popcorn, Snacks, and Soda 

  Free Will Offering 
       All Are Welcome 

QUEEN OF KATWE 

Vera Atkinson’s granddaughter, Kara, has 
passed the bar exam!  It is an exciting 
time for their family. 

Birthdays are 
included in the 
paper copy of 
the newsletter.  
You can find 
this at church!



Presbyterian Women
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Mission

Did you know...?
The three figures in 
our PW logo rep-
resent each of us in 
our faithful walk as 
Presbyterian Women.  
They stand in open-
ness, energy and in 
peace with themselves 
and with one another.  
The circle represents 
the church worldwide.

May PW Event
Potluck Salad Luncheon
May 17, 12:30 pm

Hostess and Devotions: Ann Hesley
Location: Ann’s House
Business and planning meeting

Thanks to all who contributed to the Brittany’s Place 
box. Thanks to Stephanie for finding and decorat-
ing the box, as well as preparing the list and articles. 
You have filled it to overflowing. Thanks to Vera and 
Karen Atkinson, and Nancy Massaro for delivering 
all of the toiletries to the Spring PW Gathering on 
April 22. You have made a difference in the life of the 
young women who go to Brittany’s Place, a safe shel-
ter for young women who were trapped in the sex 
trade. CPC carries its mission of love and support 

These kids have fun together and they 
had fun writing birthday greetings for 
our Compassion International child, 

Save the date!  We serve the 
Saturday Noon Meal on June 3! 
Watch for details in coming 
bulletins/e-blasts!

to many places. 
The picture to 
the right shows 
some of the CPC 
donations to 
Brittany’s Place!

Remberto!  Remember to keep Remberto in your 
prayers.  If you are interested in helping to support 
Remberto for a month, the cost is $38/month.  Please 
sign up in the narthex!

On June 4 we will be given the opportunity to do-
nate to the one of the Presbyterian Mission special 
offerings, the Pentecost offering.   This is an appro-
priate offering for this day is also be Confirmation 
for our youth. This offering goes to help the church 
encourage, develop, and supports its young people. 
40% of the offering will be retained for our local 
community to support young people. The remain-
der goes to support Young Adult Volunteers, Min-
istries for Youth, Children –at-Risk, and Pentecost 
Offerings Financial.
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From the Presbytery

Jeff ’s Jottings
Even so, come Lord Jesus
April 13, 2017
By Jeff Japinga, Transitional Executive Presbyter

I don’t usually write Jottings on Thursday morning, except during that very rare week 
of efficiency  And most often, I write looking back at some recent event or statement, 
not ahead with anxious anticipation of a coming weekend.  

Today is different.  Amidst the relentless drumbeat of a broken world, we walk into the shadows of 
Maundy Thursday, and then into the horror of Good Friday and the overwhelming sadness of Satur-
day.  This year, I find myself tying to imagine how hopeless it must have seemed to the disciples, con-
vinced that Jesus was to set the world to right only to see his body lifeless on a cross.

Is it that same hopelessness so many in our world seem to carry today?  From the global horror of 
war and starvation tot he individual pain born in another’s privilege, our world seems an especially 
fractured place these days.  Even the church, who proclaims a Prince of Peace, cannot escape its own 
fights and despair.  The communities we serve struggle to find justice and mercy, even as we ourselves 
struggle with a future that proclaims not simply gospel and mercy, but viability.  Too often, we are all 
tempted to wonder, as I imagine the disciples did: when, O Christ, will your kingdom come?

Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area 
website: http://www.presbyterytwincities.org/

PTCA weekly email newsletter... 
which has Jeff’s complete weekly article, 

contact communications@ptcaweb.org or go to the above website.

And yet, even in despair, even in turmoil, I know.  I believe.  
That the greatest news the world has ever heard - the news we 
will repeat to each other and to the world on Sunday morn-
ing - will make a difference.  Is making a difference.  We can 
never be reticent to name that.

Even so, come Lord Jesus.

Come Easter morning and restore our hope...

Come Easter morning and restore our peace...

Come Easter morning and restore our world...



9

Around the Presbytery

Let Justice Flow Like Water
May 5-6
Spring House Ministry Center, 
Minneapolis

Each year, First Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) hosts a community workshop/lecture 
series entitled Voices: Addressing Issues That 
Affect the Church and Wider Community. The 
audience is the wider ecumenical faith commu-
nity (clergy, chaplains, lay leaders) in the Twin 
Cities, and the goal is to provide tools to our 
colleagues and wider community to help ad-
dress these issues through nationally-recognized 
speakers & partnerships with local organizations 
and practitioners. This year’s focus is on refresh-
ing a commitment to faithful LGBTQ+ inclusion 
with featured speaker Nicole Garcia. CEUs will be 
earned through United Theological Seminary of 
the Twin Cities.

The boats are ready to get in 
the water, the high ropes are 
ready to be traversed, the 
trails are cleared, the cabins 
are cleaned, the arts and 

Around the  Community

crafts have been sorted, and this can only mean one thing: camp 
starts next month!  Here at Clearwater Forest, we are getting 
ready for our favorite time of year and we can’t wait to have you 
join us!
Visit www.clearwaterforest.org for the camp schedule and on-
line registration, with programs for youth in 3rd grade through 
recent graduates, as well as intergenerational programs like 
Family Camp and Grands Camps, there is sure to be something 
for everyone.  Our theme this summer is “Branching Out: Con-
necting Through Christ,” and we will be exploring the many ways 
that our relationship with Christ can connect us with individuals 
and communities for the rest of our lives.
Too old to come to Clearwater, but still love camp?  Consider one 
of our family programs, volunteering a week this summer, spon-
soring a counselor, or financially supporting a family member, 
friend, or community member to come to Clearwater.  For more 
information visit www.clearwaterforest.org or give the office a 
call at 218-678-2325.

Get Help Lawn Mowing

Neighbors Helping Neighbors provides 
services that enable seniors to live inde-
pendently in their homes and is a resource 
to caregivers seeking support.  One impor-
tant spring and summer chore is mowing 
the lawn.  If you or someone you care for 
needs a hand with lawn mowing, please 
contact us at Family Service Rochester 
507-287-2010.

Give Help Lawn Mowing

We are able to provide a low cost option by 
utilizing volunteers who offer their time, 
talents, and generosity to our community 
elders.  If you are interested in volun-
teer opportunities mowing lawns, please 
contact Family Service Rochester or apply 
to do so at familyservicerochester.org/
volunteer-application.

May 4, 2017

Noon Gathering for Day of Prayer
Thursday, 12:05 - 12:50 pm

Prayer at the Rochester Government 
Center, Council Chambers, Main Floor

Main Event - Rochester Day of Prayer
Thursday Evening, 7:00-8:20 pm

Evangel United Methodist Church
2645 N. Broadway

Faith Resource Expo opens at 6:30 pm

Miracle Prayer Walk
Saturday, May 6, 3:00 pm

Starting from Front Sidewalk at St. 
Mary’s Hospital, 1216 2nd St. SW



Membership Spotlight
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My Family - The Marshalls
By Peter With Help From Heather

There are four people in my family.  My mom (Ronda) and dad 
(William), sister (Heather), and me (Peter). My mom and dad both 
work at IBM. I am in middle school (7th grade) and Heather is in 
elementary school (4th grade). I go to Friedell and my sister goes to 
Bishop Elementary school. We like to travel. We have gone to lots of 
places like, Alaska and Hawaii.  Heather wants to go to Paris.  I have 
been to England when I was less than a year old. I am in Boy Scouts 
and Heather is in Girl Scouts. 

Kids Korner

Words Used:

early
week
dark
stone
angels
white

woman
cry

gardener
Mary
tomb
father

rise
dead

I have been to Clearwater Presbyterian camp and Heather is going to camp this summer. I play cello 
and handbells for church. My sister plays the piano. I am going through confirmation right now in 
church. I like mountain biking with my dad.  I also like to play Minecraft. My sister is in GATE (gifted 
and talented education) and I am in the HG (highly gifted) program in school.
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May 2017 - Community Presbyterian's Calendar

1

6:00pm Med City

Tai Chi Class

2

6:00pm Brain

Injury Support

Group

7:00pm Christian

Education

Committee

3

6:30am Prayer

Group at CPC

12:00pm Bulletin

info due

7:00pm Choir

Rehearsal

4 5

6:30pm Movie

Night: Queen of

Katwe

6

9:00am Building

Rental: Baseball

Umpires

1:00pm Spring

Fling

7

9:30am Worship

with Communion

10:30am

Fellowship

10:45am Christian

Education

12:00pm Deacons

Meeting

3:00pm Rental:

Redemption

Church

8

6:00pm Med City

Tai Chi Class

9 10

6:30am Prayer

Group

12:00pm Bulletin

info due

7:00pm

Confirmation

7:00pm Choir

Rehearsal

11

Office Closed

12 13

9:00am Building

Rental: Baseball

Umpires

14

Channel One

Sunday

9:30am Worship

10:30am

Fellowship

10:45am Christian

Education

3:00pm Rental:

Redemption

Church

15

6:00pm Med City

Tai Chi Class

16

12:00pm Area

Presby Clergy

Group

5:30pm Finance &

Stewardship

17

6:30am Prayer

Group

12:00pm Bulletin

info due

12:30pm PW

Monthly Event

7:00pm Choir

Rehearsal

18 19 20

12:00pm

Newsletter articles

due

21

Noisy Can Sunday

Music

Appreciation and

Youth Sunday

9:30am Worship

10:30am

Fellowship

10:45am Christian

Education

3:00pm Rental:

Redemption

Church

5:00pm CPC

Supper Club

22

6:00pm Med City

Tai Chi Class

23

7:00pm Session

Meeting

24

6:30am Prayer

Group

12:00pm Bulletin

info due

7:00pm

Confirmation

25

Office Closed

26 27

28

9:30am Worship

10:30am

Fellowship

10:45am Christian

Education

10:45am Book

Group @ CPC

3:00pm Rental:

Redemption

Church

29

Memorial Day

Office Closed

30

6:00pm Channel

One

31

6:30am Prayer

Group

12:00pm Bulletin

info due

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday



Community Presbyterian Church
3705 55th Street NW
Rochester, MN 55901

Put these dates on your calendar!

May 5 Movie Night
May 6 Spring Fling

May 17 PW Event: Potluck Salad Luncheon
May 21 Appreciation Sunday (Music and Youth)

May 21 CPC Supper Club
May 28 Book Discussion Group

A full calendar can always be found 
on the CPC website!

www.cpcrochester.org


