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OUR NEW TRANSITIONAL PASTOR
Session is pleased to announce that we have called Pastor Steve Pannkuk
to be our transitional pastor, effective May 30, 2017. His first Sunday in
the pulpit will be June 4. CPC will also observe Communion, celebrate
Pentecost and welcome five confirmands into membership. What a
wonderful way to begin Pastor Steve’s call to CPC. Please come and

welcome Pastor Steve.

The Personnel Committee and Session have sought to find just the right
person for CPC. The transitional pastor’s role will be to lead our church
in following God’s plan for us. Transition is an active word, and that is
what we believe best describes what Pastor Steve will be doing at CPC.
He will guide us and help us be a church that is growing spiritually and
in numbers. His position will be half-time. Rev. Julie Beck will continue
to provide pastoral care to CPC.
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Pastor Steve will be in the office Tuesdays and Wednesdays. His email address is
pastor@cpcrochester.org.
Pastor Steve was ordained in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
in 1998. He has been trained as a Transition/Interim Pastor and as a Christian Life
Coach. He has served in 5 churches, including Calvin Sinclair Presbyterian in Cedar
Rapids, IA.
Pastor Steve is passionate about coaching congregations, pastors and all God’s people. Pastor Steve is also
deeply relational. Meeting people and connecting with them in a spiritual way brings him great joy.
Pastor Steve is married to Alicia, who directs Augsburg’s Physician Assistant Program in Minneapolis/St.
Paul. He is the dad of three active boys, Zachariah 16, Samuel 13, and Joshua 11. In their spare time, they are
renovating their house in Roseville, and enjoy walks/runs with their two rescue dogs, a white German Shepherd and a Chi-Weiner puppy.

Community Presbyterian is “an open-hearted, open-minded
Christian community sharing a ministry of faith, hope and love.”
Community Presbyterian Church is a proud member of the Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA). We were
founded by a group of Rochesterites who were committed to building a church based on the simple idea that
Christians should be “open-hearted, open-minded.” We’re located at 3705 55th Street NW, just across from
Sam’s Club. Join us for worship at 9:30 Sunday mornings! You are welcome to join us on this journey of faith!
Community Presbyterian Church * 3705 55th Street NW * Rochester, MN 55901 * 507-280-9291 * www.cpcrochester.org
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Community Presbyterian Church 2017 Leadership
Session
The Session is the governing board of the church. It consists of six ruling elders, elected for three
years. Much of the business of the church is conducted through committees. Each ruling elder
chairs one of the committees. The Pastor, who is a teaching elder and moderator of Session, is an
ex-officio member of every committee.
			
Class of 2017
Ronda Marshall			
Finance and Stewardship
				Mark Neville			Worship and Music
				Amanda Ross			Christian Education
Class of 2018
Dave Copeland			Nominating
				Ivy Pillers				Mission
Class of 2019
Gene Kopecky			
Building and Grounds
										
Officers:		
Mary Alice Richardson		
Clerk (Non-voting)
				Kim Nickander			Financial Secretary (Non-voting)
				Joanne Powell			Treasurer (Non-voting)
2017 Nominating Committee
Ann Hesley, Stacy Kopecky, Mary Meyer and Jeanette Hallbeck
Deacons
The Board of Deacons is responsible for ministering to all those who are in need, to the
sick, to the friendless, and to all those who may be in distress. Deacons provide meals and
transportation, among other requested needs. They maintain the Prayer Chain. Deacons are
elected in classes of two for three years.
Class of 2017		 Class of 2018		 Class of 2019
Peggy McCarty		
Carol Bigelow		
Louis Bouchard
Bernie Nicholson		
Jennifer Hall			
Mary Meyer
Head of Staff/ Transitional Pastor
Pastor Steve Pannkuk
Choir Director
		
Meg Britain
Pianist					Glenna Muir
Bell Choir Director		
Judy Kereakos
Custodian					Nancy Sanford
Office Manager				Stephanie Pasch

Ministers to the world

Congregation Members
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From the Pastor’s Desk
What a joy to be in Rochester again! After college, over twenty-some years ago, I lived here, and taught preschoolers at a Kids Come First. I smile as I think, those kids are now grown! Alicia was getting ready to go to
the Peace Corps and I was getting ready for the seminary journey. I remember runs at Quarry Hill and lots of
other holy times.
After Seminary, before first call, I came back and had a temp. job at the Clinic testing computers for Y2K
compliance. Remember that!? Looking back, I just remembered that sometimes people woud ask where
I worked because our nametags were the same color as the ones the Neurosurgeons wore... So many fond
memories of Rochester.
As I think about the intensity and intentionality of this year at Community, my experience as a camp counselor keeps coming to mind. Each week was holy and intense and awesome. I loved the blend of adventure
and intentional spiritual processing that also took place. The children, youth and counselors were all blessed.
Before you knew it, the summer was gone!
In all of the congregations I’ve served, transition has been a major theme, so it’s fitting to now be called as a
Transition Pastor. As a transition pastor, along with all of the other pastoral duties, I’ll help guide you though
an intentional process which will bring about health and growth and healing. You’ll know more about who
you are, whose you are, and the gifts you’ve been given that your community needs. You’ll know where you
are headed and the pastoral gifts needed to lead you there.
Walking alongside you this year will be holy and awesome. Thank you for letting me be with you, and walk
with you and pray with you. I look forward to what God will do in our future together.
With Grace and Peace, Pastor Steve

Remembering Our Veterans

Yesterday was Memorial Day and on the radio was a great interview from
one of the directors of Arlington Cemetary. She said, “For us, every day is
Memorial Day.” She is part of an amazing team of people that helps provide
dignity and respect to all members of the service and their families.
In another program was the sobering statistic that every day 20 members of
the military take their own lives. Every day, 20--nearly one every hour. How
can this be? I know these are complex problems. It’s my prayer that veterans find many assets and advocates to help them on their path to healing and wholeness. It’s my prayer that
the church can be a beacon of hope for those veterans, that they hear God saying, “I love you. You are my
beloved.” It’s my prayer that veterans find true community, like you’ve found here. Might you be the one to
invite them? Please pray about that. “Every day is Memorial Day.”

Scribbles from Session
•
•
•
•
•

Session met on May 23

We called Pastor Steve Pannkuk to be our transitional pastor in a half-time position.
June 4 Abby Hall, Jackson Hall, Peter Marshall, Keara Ross and Dalton Simms will be confirmed.
June 11 Gene Kopecky will be installed as elder.
Building and Grounds are looking into the possibility of installing solar panels on the church roof.
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact any member of Session.
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Building and Grounds

Calling all gardeners!
If you are looking for a way to contribute to the beauty of the church... please
consider helping with upkeep of the
gorgeous gardens at CPC! Even if you
just occasionally have an hour to spare...
just stop up and pull a few weeds! You
don’t need to wait until there is a formal
gardening day... Thanks for your help!

Youth that planted annuals on May 30!

Youth helpers by the Canna Bed at the Spring Fling in May.
Thanks for your help!
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Christian Education
Confirmation Sunday is June 4th. Plan to be here as our
young confirmands reaffirm their faith! Those being confirmed are:
Abby Hall
Jackson Hall
Peter Marshall
Keara Ross
Dalton Simms
CPC Outdoor Summer Movie Night
Friday, June 16th
8 pm Social Hour
Popcorn and soda will be provided. Bring a lawn
chair or a blanket to sit on! Movie will start at dusk
(or approximately 8:30 pm) with social hour 1/2 hour
before. Free Will Offering. Mark the date! We hope
to see you here!

The Sunday School has made it an annual tradition to use
their Noisy Can Collection funds for the Ronald McDonald
house. This tradition has been going on for more than ten
years and the kids really enjoy doing this service for their
community.
The kids bought items off of the RMH Wish List and dropped
them off along with the pop tabs the congregation has been
collecting for the year. Each year the youth break into
groups for the shopping with each group having a budget of
$50. This year we had three groups and they spent a total of
$150.08 - which means they know how to stay on a budget!
Thank you to all who donate to our Noisy Can collection and
help with the youth mission work.
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Membership

Honkers Baseball Game
Sunday, June 25, 1:05 pm
Mayo Field
Purchase your General Admission Tickets
and meet in the stands. It’s “College Pride”
Day, so wear your favorite Collegiate Gear!
Sign up in the narthex so we know how
many and who to look for!

Wednesday, June 21 at 5 pm
“Hello Summer! Gathering on the Patio”
Twigs Tavern and Grille
401 6th Street SW, Rochester, MN
Sign up in the narthex
or by contacting the office!

Celebrations

Birthdays and Anniversaries can be found in
the print edition of our newsletter. Stop into
the church and pick one up!

Congrats to Ben Copeland!
Century High School Graduation
June 10, 2017
“My plans for next year aren’t set in stone yet but I plan on double
majoring in Business Marketing and Business Accounting at
University Minnesota Duluth or doing my general college credits
closer to home then transferring to Duluth. I plan on keeping with
my passion for golf and the outdoors in some type of way. - Ben”
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Membership Spotlight
Jane and Ed Burgstaler have been part of Community Presbyterian Church since
its beginnings, as they were founding members. I asked Jane what she did in the
early church, and she said she was church treasurer, superintendent of the Sunday School, and also did whatever needed to be done. Both Minnesotans, Jane
grew up in Worthington, Ed in Aitkin. They met in college at St. Cloud State,
and when Ed finished his degree and got a job at Mayo as a medical technologist, they married and moved to Rochester.
One of Ed’s big projects was building much of the house they are still living in.
Jane taught English at Southland High School in Adams until Jenny, their first
child, arrived, followed by Elissa and Bill. Jenny, with three daughters now, and
Bill, a video game programmer, have each established their homes in San Diego,
CA. Elissa lives in Rochester and is a veterinary technician. Jane taught English
part time for 30 years at Rochester Community and Technical College and had
completed her 19th year teaching and coaching drama at Crossroads College
when it was forced to cancel classes this past fall. She is now working full-time
at Macy’s in women’s and children’s apparel.
Along with her teaching, Jane was active with her kids in 4-H and worked especially with their Rabbit Project, with which she is still involved. She continues
to show rabbits at open shows, and this past week on May 13th she again helped
put on the Rochester Area Rabbit Club show at the fairgrounds in Owatonna, an
open-show event which draws participants from six states, involving nearly 2000
rabbits being shown under judges from several states. She has about 60 rabbits
of her own now.
As their kids were growing up, the family traveled the country each summer,
staying one week in time-share exchanges, with another week of camping—
Florida, Virginia, Colorado, Oregon, and Hawaii were favorite states mentioned.
Now they spend most summers exchanging to California to visit Jenny and Bill.
They have been to every state except Alaska, and that is on Ed’s bucket list, with
Germany and a cruise on the Rhine, on Jane’s list. Jane and Elissa have made
two mother-daughter trips to Ireland and Scotland and were in London during
the 2015 summer Olympics.
Ed has wide interests, including an annual trip with his sister and brother-inlaw, turkey hunting in South Dakota. Wine-making is one of the first hobbies
they enjoyed together, and Ed continues to be an avid gardener. Jane used to be
active in the plays in the Mantorville Theatre Company in the old Opera House
in Mantorville, and today she enjoys occasional tutoring, writing, and editing
projects. She wrote a chapter and did the final compiling and editing of the CPC
history booklet. It is hard to imagine how two people can work as much into
their schedule as the Burgstalers do.
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Mission
Saturday Noon Meal
Come One, Come All

Daily we have so many blessings, including
the food that we eat. But there are those in
our community that don’t know if and when
their next meal will be. Take this opportunity to share yourself with those who need
our help, prepare a meatloaf or a salad. Make
some brownies. Deliver plates of food to our
fellow Rochester individuals. YOU can make
a difference. Sign up today for CPC’s next
day of service on Saturday June 3 at Christ
United Methodist Church. See Ivy Pillers if
you have questions.
“For the promise is for you, for your children, and for
all.” —Acts 2:39
Each year on Pentecost Sunday we celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit and the birth of the church.
Acts 2 tells the story of the Holy Spirit descending on
the disciples as tongues of fire, and casts them from
their place of contemplation and fear, out into the
streets, preaching in languages they couldn’t understand for the benefit of all the people gathered there.
They told the story of Jesus and taught the people what
it meant. This was the beginning of faith formation,
meant to inspire and encourage all who gathered into a
lifetime of faith. Then as today, the Holy Spirit empowers anyone who will receive to change their lives, to
radically share, to gather across lines of difference, to
join in communities of compassion and care.
On Sunday, June 4, when we gather, we will receive the Pentecost Offering. Gifts to the Pentecost Offering celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit and support our congregation’s efforts of faith formation in the first third of life, from childhood through young adulthood. Our congregation will retain
40 percent to be sent to PossAbilities in Rochester. The remaining 60% will be sent to the Presbyterian
Mission Agency to support national initiatives of our denomination focused on helping children,
youth, and young adults develop their life of faith through supportive communities, caring mentors,
and faith-related nurture and service. The Pentecost Offering makes a difference for the life of the
whole church and for congregations like ours. Thank you for your support of the Pentecost Offering.
CPC will be collecting the Pentecost offering on Sunday, June 4th!
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Worship and Music
Your help is needed for Worship!

Our Worship Volunteers create a warm, welcoming, and orderly environment so the focus of our worship
services can remain on worship. Volunteering as a Worship Assistant, Greeter, or Liturgist is an important
way to contribute to the CPC community. Nursery Volunteers and Refreshments Hosts are also needed.
Sign up on the sign-up sheet is in the Narthex or contact the church office.

CPC Summer Music Program
Meg is working hard on the annual Community Presbyterian Church
Summer Music Program! Many Sundays this summer, there will be
special music shared by members of the church and community. It is
our treat to welcome them to our community and enjoy their gift of
music! In the past, CPC has enjoyed vocalists, cellists, pianists, harpists, flutists and sacred dance plus groups such as bluegrass, dulcimer,
brass, vocal quartet and piano duos! The program began in 2002.

Around the Presbytery
THE FUN HAS BEGUN! Camp has started! Bring on the Games! Boating! Hikes!
High Ropes! Worship! Laughter! Fun!
Triumphs! Songs! Skits! Adventure! And
it is not too late for you to be a part of it all!
Experiences for campers, grades 3rd-recent
graduates are still open. Check out www.
clearwaterforest.org or give the office a call at 218-678-2325 to find out which camps are still open.
Don’t let the opportunity to see what God can do in a child’s life slip through your fingers and register them today! Remember, we are offering a $25 gift certificate to the store for campers who refer a
friend!
Never been to Clearwater Forest? Are you a little nervous about having your child away for the
week? Ask around the congregation to find out what it is all about, come up for Friends and Family
Day (June 10th) or call 218-678-2325 with questions.
We look forward to seeing you soon!

9

Around the Community

Need help with a simple
will, power of attorney
and/or a healthcare
directive?
If you qualify as “low
income,” attend the

Senior Wills
Clinic
Tuesday, June 6th
1:00-6:00 pm

Rochester Public Library
Free parking in library ramp

Preregistration is
strongly
encouraged.
Walk-ins will be
seen on a first
come, first
served basis.

Call Karen at
(507) 287-2036
to pre-register.
If you pre-register
before June 1st, you will
be eligible to win a gift
card from a local
business.

after 4:01 p.m.

Lawyers will help you with these
important documents. Social workers
will be available to talk to you about
other senior resources.
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Sponsored by Legal
Assistance of Olmsted
County, in partnership
with Southern Mn
Regional Legal
Services, Elder Network
and the Rochester
Public Library.

June 2017 - Community Presbyterian's Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

1

Friday

5:30pm Building
and Grounds
Meeting

Pentecost
Confirmation
9:30am
Worship with
Communion
10:30am
Fellowship
12:00pm
Deacons
3:00pm Rental:
Redemption
Church

4

11

Channel One
Sunday
9:30am
Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
3:00pm Rental:
Redemption
Church

18

Noisy Can
Sunday
9:30am
Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
3:00pm Rental:
Redemption
Church

25

9:30am
Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
1:05pm
Honkers
Baseball Game
3:00pm Rental:
Redemption
Church

6:00pm Med
City Tai Chi
Class

9:00am Med
City Driving
School
6:00pm Med
City Tai Chi
Class

9:00am Med
City Driving
School
6:00pm Med
City Tai Chi
Class

6:00pm Med
City Tai Chi
Class

5

12

19

26

6:00pm Brain
Injury Support
Group
7:00pm
Christian
Education
Committee

Office Closed
9:00am Med
City Driving
School

6

13

20

9:00am Med
City Driving
School
12:00pm
Newsletter
articles due
5:30pm Finance
& Stewardship

27

7:00pm Session
Meeting

7

6:30am Prayer
Group at CPC
9:00am Bulletin
info due

14

Office Closed
6:30am Prayer
Group
9:00am Med
City Driving
School
12:00pm
Bulletin info due

21

6:30am Prayer
Group
9:00am Med
City Driving
School
12:00pm
Bulletin info due
5:00pm CPC
Supper Club

28

6:30am Prayer
Group
12:00pm
Bulletin info due

11

Office Closed

9:00am Med
City Driving
School

9:00am Med
City Driving
School

8

15

22

29

2

9

16

9:00am Med
City Driving
School
8:00pm
Outdoor Movie
Night

9:00am Med
City Driving
School

23

30

Saturday

3

9:00am
Saturday Noon
Meal

10

11:00am
Memorial
Service for Bill
Petersen,
picnic
reception
following the
service at the
Petersen home

17

3:00pm Building
Rental

24

Community Presbyterian Church
3705 55th Street NW
Rochester, MN 55901

Put these dates on your calendar!
June 3 Saturday Noon Meal
June 4 Confirmation
June 10 Memorial Service for Bill Petersen
June 16 Outdoor Movie Night at CPC
June 21 CPC Supper Club
June 25 Honkers Baseball Game
A full calendar can always be found
on the CPC website!
www.cpcrochester.org

Did you know that you can
support Community Presbyterian Church when you shop
through Amazon. Go to smile.
amazon.com, select Rochester Community Presbyterian
Church and shop just as you
normally would on amazon.
com. A percentage of qualified
sales will come back to CPC!

