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“Greetings, favored one! 
The Lord is with you...Do not be afraid.”  

Luke 1:28,30

Welcome to Advent! As the season of reflection begins, the message of our 
culture is to hurry, to rush, to get ready for all the cooking and baking, and 
present wrapping and partying that is to come. Hurry, before that coveted 
toy sells out. Hurry to get the lowest prices on all the presents you “need” 
to buy. In contrast, the message of scripture is to slow down, to pray and to 
praise God, and to wait. 

When Mary receives the shocking news that she will become pregnant and 
will bear a child who will be called “The Son of God”, she goes on retreat to 
the home of her cousin Elizabeth, whose husband Zechariah was a priest at 
the temple. 

Mary spent time with her cousin, a faithful woman, reflecting on what the 
angel’s message could mean. God was doing something entirely new, and 
God was calling her to be a part of it, even though God’s plan was probably 
not what she would have chosen for herself, and would leave her open to 
criticism from her community. When Mary returned home three months 
later, she was ready to live out the role of “God-bearer” to the best of her 
ability, trusting God’s word that she had been chosen to bring blessing to the 
world.

I hope that in the busy-ness of this Advent season, you find time for retreat, 
and for worship, to reflect on what it means that Jesus has come to you. 
I hope that you are able to  give thanks that while God may have worked 
in your own life in ways you didn’t expect, and might not have chosen for 
yourself, God has invited you to bring blessing to the world, through Christ 
who lives in you. 

You are a gift of God, as you make God’s presence and love known in this 
world. In small acts of love, and through your kind words, you are a “God-
bearer”, too.  May you experience joy and peace this Christmas, for Christ 
has come to us, and Christ comes through us, in the flesh, to show the 
world the depth of God’s great love for all.

In Christ,
Pastor Susan

Pick up your Advent 
Devotional and/or 

Advent Calendar at 
church!  Or watch your 

weekly e-blast for an 
electronic copy!



Staff
Head of Staff/ Transitional Pastor Pastor Susan Li
Choir  Director                     Meg Cain
Pianist     Glenna Muir 
Bell Choir Director      Judy Kereakos
Custodian     Nancy Sanford 
Office Manager    Stephanie Pasch

Ministers to the world      Congregation Members
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Session
The Session is the governing board of the church. It consists of six ruling elders, elected for three 
years. Much of the business of the church is conducted through committees. Each ruling elder 
chairs one of the committees. The Pastor, who is a teaching elder and moderator of Session, is an 
ex-officio member of every committee.  
 Class of 2018 Dave Copeland   Nominating
    Ivy Pillers    Mission

 Class of 2019 Gene Kopecky   Building and Grounds
    Amanda Ross   Christian Education

 Class of 2020 Jean Abels    Worship and Music
    Kim Nickander   Finance and Stewardship
          
 Officers:  Mary Alice Richardson  Clerk (Non-voting)
    Ronda Marshall   Financial Secretary (Non-voting)
    Joanne Powell   Treasurer (Non-voting)

 2018 Nominating Committee
 Ann Hesley, Mary Meyer,  Jeanette Hallbeck, and Peggy McCarty

 Membership (a sub committee of Mission) Chairperson: Stacy Kopecky

Deacons
The Board of Deacons is responsible for ministering to all those who are in need, to the 
sick, to the friendless, and to all those who may be in distress. Deacons provide meals and 
transportation, among other requested needs. They maintain the Prayer Chain.  Deacons are 
elected in classes of two and serve a three year term.

Community Presbyterian Church 2018 Leadership

Class of 2018  Class of 2019  Class of 2020
Jennifer Hall   Louis Bouchard  Marcia Britain 
Jeanette Hallbeck  Mary Meyer   Ann Hesley



Don’t forget to sign up to volunteer in worship!  Each week we need :
• a liturgist
• worship assistants (2-3)
• a greeter
• nursery volunteers
• a refreshment host

Once a month, we need 4 (ordained) communion assistants.  Please look at 
your schedule and sign up to help!  Sign up in the narthex or by e-mailing/
calling the office!

Worship and Music

You are invited to 
bring a poinsettia 
to help decorate the 
church for Advent 
and Christmas.  Poin-
settias can arrive any-
time from now until 
Christmas!

Christian Education

Christian Education for Children and Youth
Sundays, 10:45 am

December 2 • Sprouting Leaves • Jeremiah 33:14-16
December 9 • Sound of a Promise Kept • Luke 1:68-79

December 16 • Collide with a Promise Kept • Luke 3:7-18
December 23 • Welcoming the Goodness of God • Luke 1:39-45 (46-55)

The book discussion group will meet on Sunday, 
December 2nd at 10:45 am.  This will be a joint meeting 
for November and December due to the holidays.  All are 
welcome to join in the discussion, whether you have read 
the book or not!   

Come, share in this discussion!

A different kind of 
Christmas program...
This year CPC is trying something 
different!  Instead of having a traditional 
Sunday School Christmas Program, the 
youth will have a short dialogue each 
Sunday during Advent.  It will be great 
to have the youth involved in worship 
leadership each Sunday!

Thanks for all the great smiles posted on 
facebook. Keep in mind there is also a 
“Reviews” section on our Facebook page. If 
there is an aspect of our services or an activity 
that you enjoy, please write a review. The 
reviews can give potential visitors different 
views of what our church is like.

If You Like Something, 
Say Something 
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Scribbles from Session

Presbyterian Women

PW will have it’s Annual 
January Luncheon at 
Victoria’s Ristorante (7 
1st Ave SW, Rochester) on 
Saturday, January 5 at 
noontime.  Watch for de-
tails in the January news-
letter and in the bulletins 
and e-blasts to come!
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Scribbles from Session 11-27-18

Session had another thought-provoking 
meeting. Building and Grounds has installed 
a new telephone service that will save money. 
Worship and Music has ordered a new 
Christmas banner that will be on display in 
early December. Christian Education has a new 
program involving the youth you will soon 
enjoy throughout Advent. Pastor Susan led 
us beginning the process of “Discerning our 
Future”. Next year, CPC will begin the advent of 
a new chapter in its life, which we are looking 
forward to with great joy and energy. Stay tuned.

Celebrations

It's not too late!! Please submit your pledges either by dropping it in the 
mail, dropping it in the offering plate or dropping an email to Ronda 
Marshall at rondamarshall@gmail.com.  Thank you for your support!!  

Birthdays can be found in the print edition 
of the newsletter!  Pick one up at church!



Membership

It was a chilly day outside, but the Chili Cook Off proved to 
be a hot event!  The cook off featured 5 incredible chili’s for 
tasting.  Bruce Felger was crowned the Chili Champ with 
Marcia Britain a close second.  Thank you to all of the chili 
cooks and attendees.

The Chili Cook Off:  A Hot Event!

Bruce Felger’s Award Winning Chili Recipe
Ingredients
3 Lbs. lean ground beef
1 large onion
1 Habanero pepper
2 large cans tomato sauce
I can petite chop tomatoes
1 can diced tomatoes
2 cans red beans
2 cans black beans

2 TBL brown sugar
1 TBL Powdered garlic
I TBL Dried onion
3 Tbl chili powder Min
Red pepper flakes to taste
Cayenne Pepper to taste.
2 Tbl Olive oil
1 cup red wine

In a large stock pot spread oil over the bottom

Dice one half of the onion, cut the other half into larger pieces put into pot

Deseed the Habanero pepper, then cut it into as tiny pieces as you’re able. Put the pepper pieces in the 
pot.   (Handle with Care)

Turn on heat, with cover on the pot.  Sweat the onions and pepper for a few min until the onions be-
gin to turn transparent

At this put the ground beef in the pot, broken up into as small pieces as possible.  Begin to brown the 
beef, adding Garlic, onion flakes, a sprinkle of chili powder, plus that ever pepper you wish, cayenne, 
and pepper flakes the wine to the pot once the bottom of the beef turns brown.  Cover, turn down the 
heat so as not to burn the meat, stirring occasionally, otherwise leave the lid on.

Once the meat has browned, prop the lid open so that the liquids thicken a bit. At which point pour 
the tomatoes, all four cans into the pot. Stir the mixture put on low heat with the lid propped open
When the liquid is beginning to simmer, add the brown sugar, stir, then the balance of the spices.  
Simmer for hour, then put the beans in the pot, stir.  

Once the simmer has begun again, taste the chili, add chili powder until the pot reaches the flavor 
that you prefer.  I usually don’t add more pepperish things once the tomatoes are in, so that they have 
a good chance to meld with the chili.

Simmer at least another hour, or as long as you can.  Make it the day before to truly allow the flavors 
to meld.  Serve with shredded cheese, sour cream, and crackers. 
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Mission

It is beginning to look a 
lot like Christmas. We 
are continuing our 
tradition of helping 
some people in our area 
have a little better holiday
this year. CPC has always
been more than generous 
to those in need. Gifts are due back to the church on 
Sunday, December 2.  We will wrap them after worship 
on that Sunday.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Ivy Pillers, Jennifer Hall, or Mary Alice Richardson.
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During this Christmas and Advent 
Season, we celebrate leadership; past, 
present and future through support of 
the Christmas Joy Offering.  We do so 
because church leaders greatly impact 
our lives of faith, walking with us down 
the path to be more like Jesus.  We want 
those church leaders and their families 
who find themselves grappling with 
a critical financial need to have the 
resources they need which are provided 
through the Assistance Program of the 
Board of Pensions.  We also support 
the offering to help our future leaders 
in the church and world, including 
those educated at our Presbyterian-
related schools and colleges equipping 
communities of color.  Supporting 
these students helps the whole church 
develop leaders who reflect the 
wideness of God’s intended diversity.  

For those supported through the 
Christmas Joy Offering, this help is 
truly a gift from above.  May our gifts, 
and the leaders who receive them, point 
us always to the truth of the one whose 
birth we celebrate, Jesus Christ — the 
truly perfect gift.

CPC will collect the Christmas Joy 
Offering on December 23 and 24. 





Community Presbyterian Church
3705 Fairway Place NW
Rochester, MN 55901

Community Presbyterian is “an open-hearted, open-
minded Christian community sharing a ministry of 
faith, hope and love.” CPC is a proud member of the 
Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA).  

Come for worship at 9:30 Sunday mornings!  
Come, also, for a special Candlelight Worship 

Service on Monday, December 24 at 6 pm.

Be sure to “like” us on Facebook!   
Look for “Community Presbyterian 
Church”.  Announcements and  inter-
esting articles are shared here regularly!


