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Season of Easter

Easter isn’t just a Sunday — it’s a season. One day out of 365 is hardly sufficient to celebrate the great mystery of our faith — that Jesus Christ is risen
from the dead. Accordingly, the season of Easter lasts seven weeks (a “week of
weeks”), spanning the 50 days from the Sunday of the Resurrection to Pentecost Sunday and encompassing the festival of the Ascension of the Lord.
The season of Easter is intended to be a joyful time for celebrating the presence of the risen Christ in the church. If your congregation doesn’t already
celebrate the Lord’s Supper (a feast with the risen Lord) each week, the season
of Easter is an excellent and appropriate time to explore this practice.
Of course, Easter really isn’t just a season either. In the fullest sense, Easter is
a new way of life — in which we are “dead to sin and alive to God in Christ
Jesus” (Romans 6:11), called to “walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4). Every
year, for fifty days, the church celebrates and rehearses this new way of life in
the Season of Easter — as we await its completion in the fullness of Christ’s
reign.
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A week of Sundays

An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common Worship (Geneva Press, 2003, 117)
For seven weeks, a week of Sundays, we acclaim the resurrection
of Christ by the power of God. The period of seven weeks of jubilation can be traced back to its Jewish roots of the fifty days celebrated from the day after Passover to Shavuot (Feast of Weeks,
Exodus 23:16). For Jews, the Feast of Weeks closed the season
of harvest, which had been initiated by the Feast of Unleavened
Bread. In a similar manner, early Christians observed a fifty-day
period of celebration from Easter to the Day of Pentecost. To
underscore the uninterrupted rejoicing of these fifty days, fasting “Journey to Emmaus” by Robert Zund (1826-1909)
and kneeling in prayer were forbidden at least as early as the end
of the second century. On the pentecoste (“fiftieth”) day, not only was the fifty-day period concluded, but a festival
with its own proper content was celebrated. The Jews observed a feast of covenant renewal and eventually commemorated the giving of the Law. Christians celebrated the gift of the Spirit as preparing the way for the day of the Lord.
What Moses and the Law did for the Jewish community, the Holy Spirit now does for the community of Christ.
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/worship/christianyear/season-easter/

We look forward to seeing you at Community Presbyterian for Easter!
April 2017

Community Presbyterian Church 2017 Leadership
Session
The Session is the governing board of the church. It consists of six ruling elders, elected for three
years. Much of the business of the church is conducted through committees. Each ruling elder
chairs one of the committees. The Pastor, who is a teaching elder and moderator of Session, is an
ex-officio member of every committee.
			
Class of 2017
Ronda Marshall			
Finance and Stewardship
				Mark Neville			Worship and Music
				Amanda Ross			Christian Education
Class of 2018
Dave Copeland			Nominating
				Ivy Pillers				Mission
Class of 2019
Gene Kopecky			
Building and Grounds
										
Officers:		
Mary Alice Richardson		
Clerk (Non-voting)
				Kim Nickander			Financial Secretary
				Joanne Powell			Treasurer
2017 Nominating Committee
Ann Hesley, Stacy Kopecky, Mary Meyer and Jeanette Hallbeck
Deacons
The Board of Deacons is responsible for ministering to all those who are in need, to the
sick, to the friendless, and to all those who may be in distress. Deacons provide meals and
transportation, among other requested needs. They maintain the Prayer Chain. Deacons are
elected in classes of two for three years.
Class of 2017		 Class of 2018		 Class of 2019
Peggy McCarty		
Carol Bigelow		
Louis Bouchard
Bernie Nicholson		
Jennifer Hall			
Mary Meyer
Choir Director
		
Meg Britain
Pianist					Glenna Muir
Bell Choir Director		
Judy Kereakos
Office Manager				Stephanie Pasch

Ministers to the world

Congregation Members
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Worship and Music
Your help is needed for Worship!
Our Worship Volunteers create a warm, welcoming, and orderly environment so the focus of our worship services can remain on worship.
Volunteering as a Worship Assistant, Greeter, or Liturgist is an important way to contribute to the CPC community. Nursery Volunteers
and Refreshments Hosts are also needed.
A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex,
or email Stephanie at office@cpcrochester.org
or call the office at 507-280-9291.

Easter Flowers
You are invited to bring spring flowers to help decorate
the church for Easter! Because of allergies, we are
asking people to refrain from bringing Easter lilies to
decorate the sanctuary. The flowers can be in honor,
memory, or celebration of loved ones or an event.
Please let the church office know if you are
planning to bring flowers so we can
make mention of it in the bulletin!
Thank you,
Worship and Music Committee

Why I Love Singing in the Church Choir
Amanda Ross

Singing in the CPC choir has been a new endeavor for me. I have always
enjoyed hearing the choir sing at church. I find it amazing how the group
of voices blend together and harmonize to really inspire the worship. While
I hadn't really tried singing before, prior to joining the CPC choir, I would
never have called myself a singer. Now after working with the CPC Choir
and Meg's direction I have started to learn how to use my voice. I look
forward to the Thursday night practice as an opportunity to work out my vocal cords and test my
strength with holding a note. Some nights it really takes my breath away! The CPC Choir is a great
group to spend an hour with and while I am sure I am not the greatest singer I think with a few years
of practice I might get closer to not half bad.
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Session
The Latest News from Session
The good news is that we are now proceeding in our search
for an interim pastor. The Committee on Ministry (COM)
has approved the job description and the terms of call for an
interim pastor who will be working half time. The position is
posted on the Presbytery website so that we should be receiving applications soon. The COM also has given Session a list
of qualified interim candidates. The Personnel Committee
will be reviewing all applications and considering the list of
candidates in order to find the right interim pastor for CPC.
We appreciate the patience of the congregation. If you have
any questions, please contact a Session member. Please keep
praying for guidance for all of us as we move forward in the
life of CPC. As our wonderful choir often sings - “Soon and
Very Soon.”

Did you know that you can support Community Presbyterian
Church when you shop through
Amazon. Go to smile.amazon.
com, select Rochester Community
Presbyterian Church and shop just
as you normally would on amazon.com. A percentage of qualified sales will come back to CPC!

-Mary Alice Richardson, Clerk of Session

Membership
Holy Week begins with the waving of the palms on Palm
Sunday! Palm Sunday is Sunday, April 9. We mark it with One
Great Hour of Sharing Offering collection.
Holy Week at CPC continues with a Congregational Soup and
Bread Meal on Maundy Thursday, April 13, at 6 pm. If you are interested in contributing to the meal, please sign up in the narthex
(soup and bread are needed).
Following the Soup and Bread Meal, we will have a Worship Service with Communion at 7 pm.
Good Friday at noon, there is an ecumenical service at Zumbro
Lutheran that you are invited to attend! “Join with believers from
across the city as we commemorate Christ’s death.”
On Easter Sunday, April 16, we will have a Continental Breakfast
at 8:30 am (please RSVP on the sign up in the narthex) followed
by Easter Worship at 9:30 am. Fellowship and an Easter Egg Hunt
will follow the worship service.
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Christian Education
Christian Education for Children and Youth
Sundays at 10:45 am
April 2 • Hoping Against All Hope • John 11:1-45
April 9 • Passion Amidst Palms • John 20:1-18
April 16 • Easter Sunday • Easter Egg Hunt
April 23 • It’s True • Johns 20:19-31
April 30 • Followers of the Way • Luke 24:13-35

The Book Discussion Group will read Jayber Crow, by Wendell Berry, in April. The
Book Discussion will be on Sunday, April 23 at 10:45 am in the library. A little about the
book: “Jayber Crow, born in Goforth, Kentucky, orphaned at age ten, began his search as
a “pre-ministerial student” at Pigeonville College. There, freedom met with new burdens
and a young man needed more than a mirror to find himself. But the beginning of that
finding was a short conversation with “Old Grit,” his profound professor of New Testament Greek. “You have been given questions to which you cannot be given answers. You
will have to live them out—perhaps a little at a time.”” Join us in reading and discussing
this book in April!

Building and Grounds
Building & Grounds Needs Your Help!
As you know, our custodian finished her work
with us at the end of February. While the Building and Grounds committee looks for a new contractor to clean our space, we will need to take
turns cleaning our church beginning in March.
If you and/or your family are interested and willing to take a turn, please sign up in the narthex
or call/email the church office. Cleaning checklists and supplies are all provided. Thank you for
supporting your church in this way.
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Celebrations and a Thank You
Pick up a paper copy of the newsletter to find
out the birthdays and anniversaries...

The Duane Olson family would like to thank the entire CPC
congregation for their support and prayers during dad’s
journey to heaven. He so loved CPC and everyone involved
with the church. Thank you to Rev. Massaro and Rev. Beck
for a wonderful service. To the ladies that served refreshments and Dad’s favorite chocolates after the service...
THANK YOU! Remember, when you come to church on
Sunday and you walk through the main door... Dad
is still there saying “good morning and welcome.”
Our Thanks to all, The Duane F. Olson Family

Presbyterian Women
PTCA Presbyterian Women set Spring Gathering April 22 in Stillwater
The Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area will
hold their Spring Gathering on Saturday, April 22, at First Presbyterian
Church in Stillwater. The theme for this year's event is "Caring for Yourself
and Caring for Others." The keynote speaker will be Carolyn Klaver, a registered nurse and community dementia care specialist from Lyngblomsten,
a provider of healthcare, housing and services for older adults in the Twin
Cities area.
Donations for Brittany’s Place are being collected at CPC
These donations will be brought to the Spring Gathering
On April 22, some women of CPC will be going to the Spring Gathering. At each gathering, we bring
items to help others in need. This time we will be bringing items for Brittany’s Place, which is a shelter
for young women from 10-17 who were trapped in the sex trade. They have very little, so we will be
bringing toiletry items to help them live a normal life. A list is available in the narthex. We ask everyone at CPC to bring something for the young women and put it in the box in the narthex no later
than Easter April 16. Please call Nancy Massaro or Mary Alice Richardson if you have any questions.
Thanks for participating in this mission. CPC always makes a difference in so many lives.
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PW Continued

Brittany’s Place aims to empower young girls and women to be aware of their self-worth and to make healthy
choices to ensure a successful and prosperous future.
“While in shelter, residents will receive services specifically designed to meet their needs, address the harm caused by
the trafficking and move them toward recovery and self efficacy. With our partners, we will provide stabilizing services
for the duration of their stay (health care, mental and chemical health services, education engagement/support, advocacy, and family reunification when appropriate). We will then make referrals and discharge/placement specific to
residents’ needs to continue the care begun in shelter.
This is a new, state-of-the-art shelter was designed with input and feedback from victims/survivors of sex-trafficking.
There are eight designated single-bed rooms and two three-bed rooms; two private, full bathrooms; private entrance
and intake conference room; laundry facilities; open floor plan with kitchen/preparation island that will also serve as
arts and crafts center; a living room/lounge area; workspaces for homework and/or employment assistance; a separate
group meeting room; and featuring an abundance of natural light.
Brittany’s Place is named after Brittany Charise Clardy (June 29, 1994 – February 11, 2013), a young St. Paul woman
who was murdered by a sexual predator. On February 11, 2013 Brittany left her home and never returned. The community was devastated and her family established The Brittany Clardy Foundation to promote awareness against violence.”									 https://www.180degrees.org/brittanys-place.html

Things Community Presbyterian Church Members can donate to Brittany’s Place
Full Size Toiletries

Soap Bars
Tooth Brushes
Toothpaste
Shampoo
Conditioner
Feminine Products
Body Spray
Hand Lotion
Face Wash
Face Scrub

Acne Wash
Deodorant
Hair Brush
Hair Ties
Head Scarves
Head Bands
Q Tips
Cotton Rounds
Razors
Shaving Cream

Bring the items that you would like to donate to CPC by Easter Sunday, April 16. There is a
Rubbermaid Tub marked with Brittany’s Place in the narthex to collect the items. Thank you, in
advance, for showing these young girls and women what love and respect look like!
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Mission
One Great Hour of Sharing
will be observed at CPC in April!

HUNGER • DISASTER • DEVELOPMENT

You Shall Be
Called Repairers
of the Breach

P D S 1 2 1 3 8 -1 7-1 0 1

DAV I D B A R N H A RT

Isaiah 58

Text SHARING to 56512 to learn more or to give to One Great Hour of Sharing or visit www.pcusa.org/oghs.

Lent is traditionally a season of fasting and prayer. During this
time, Christians pay close attention to spiritual disciplines that
deepen our understanding of what God is doing in our lives and in
the world. As a church, we spend time together hearing about and
praying for the ministries of compassion and justice done through
our support of One Great Hour of Sharing.
Jesus’ ministry was among those who were most vulnerable. He
preached good news to the poor and release to the captives. One
Great Hour of Sharing helps us share this same good news to those
same vulnerable people in our world today: those who are hungry,
who are suffering from disaster, who are dealing with oppression in
society.
Every gift made to this offering will meet the needs of people, and
you will hear about just a few of these individuals over the coming
weeks—in bulletin inserts and minutes for mission. These stories
will help us to see the face of those whose lives have been changed
by our gifts, but they are only a few of the thousands and thousands
of people served in this important ministry.

Community Presbyterian
Church - You Did It!
You filled Old Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard! Thank you!
Thank you! Thank you! The
items are being delivered to
Channel One to be part of their
March campaign. As always,
we will continue to remember
the hungry by having a Channel
One Sunday on the 2nd Sunday
of each month. Thanks for all
you did here in March! Keep
up the great work!

While we trust our OGHS programs to respond to the needs of our
poorest and hungriest neighbors, those programs can only do so to
the extent of our generosity. We ask that each of you to give strong
consideration to increasing your gift to the offering—you’ll see how
giving opens your heart to God’s work in your own life. So we hope
that you’ll join us on Easter Sunday April 16 and that you’ll join
Christians all across the country in opening their hearts to witness
tangibly to the abundant love of God through One Great Hour of
Sharing.
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Around the Presbytery
It may still be chilly outside, but camp is right around
the corner! Clearwater Forest offers camp experiences
for those entering third through recent graduates and
more! With a wide variety of programs centered on the
theme “Branching Out: Courage in Community” there is
sure to be something for everyone this summer! Below
are a few highlighted camps.
DISCOVERY CAMPS: These camps offer all the essentials of a fantastic week for our grade school campers! From
making new friends, getting active in the outdoors, and experiencing the compassionate leadership of caring cabin
counselors, children ages 8-11 (entering grades 3-6) will discover an amazing week! In terms of weeklong programs,
we offer five traditional weeks and one week of the environmentally focused ECO Camp. For young campers and
those who are unsure about spending an entire week away from home, we offer First Timers Camp, a 3-night program.
JUNIOR HIGH CAMPS: These camps offer incredible experiences for youth entering grades 7-9 including opportunities to grow and try new things. Our traditional weeks are packed with activities to ensure a life-changing experiences and memories that will last a lifetime. Sailing Camp, Pedal, Paddle, Climb Camp, and a Boundary Waters Canoe
Trip are sure to be huge hits for those wanting something more adventurous than our traditional programming. Also
this year, we are offering ECO Camp for those interested in a more environmentally focused camp.
SENIOR HIGH CAMPS: (Grades 9th-13th) Senior high camps offer the most variety in programs, and are designed
for experienced campers and newcomers alike! We have SIX programs designed for campers entering 9th grade to
recent graduates! These include traditional Senior High Camps, Two-Week Camp (for those who can’t get enough),
Beach Camp and Sailing Camp (for those who like relaxed schedules and lots of time on the water), Endless (our biggest camp of the summer), and our brand new Servant and Leadership Training Camp (SALT). The SALT Program
is a great opportunity for campers to learn leadership techniques in a Christian camp setting, and especially great for
those looking to see some behind-the-scenes elements of serving at Clearwater Forest. Campers interested in the
SALT Program must be entering 11th grade, 12th grade, or have just graduated. There is an application process for
this program. These Senior High camps, especially Endless, WILL FILL UP.
Check out www.clearwaterforest.org for more information about these and other programs happening this summer at
Clearwater Forest!

Dakota Sacred Sites Tour
April 15, 10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Church of St. Peter, Saint Paul

Take this opportunity to learn about Minnesota history from a Native perspective through
story-telling and experiencing the sacred sites
of the Dakota in silence/meditation/reflection. Over the past two years, more than 500
participants have taken the tour. We visit sites
located around confluence of the Mississippi
and Minnesota rivers, what the Dakota refer
to as Bdote, or “meeting place of rivers.” Learn
more here: https://spinterfaith.org/healingminnesota-stories/sacred-sites-tour/

Let Justice Flow Like Water
May 5-6
Spring House Ministry Center, Minneapolis
Each year, First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) hosts a
community workshop/lecture series entitled Voices: Addressing
Issues That Affect the Church and Wider Community. The audience is the wider ecumenical faith community (clergy, chaplains, lay leaders) in the Twin Cities, and the goal is to provide
tools to our colleagues and wider community to help address
these issues through nationally-recognized speakers & partnerships with local organizations and practitioners. This year’s
focus is on refreshing a commitment to faithful LGBTQ+ inclusion with featured speaker Nicole Garcia. CEUs will be earned
through United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities.
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Membership Spotlight
Spotlight On Jean Abels
Jean is a Midwesterner who has not strayed far beyond her Iowa
roots, but now that she is retired she plans to remedy this lack.
She grew up on a farm near Grundy Center, IA, the only girl
with three brothers, so her help was needed in the house when
she would much rather have been helping her dad and the boys
outdoors. She did, however, get to drive the tractor to lift hay
bales into the hay mow. At a time when country schools were
being closed, she went to a one-room school for its last two years
of existence, and continued her education in town. She remembers that rural school as an early music experience where she
sang a solo, “Que sera sera”,” and in town she played clarinet in the marching and concert bands through
high school and college. Music is still an important part of her life. We see her in the CPC choir and
annually in the Rochester Civic Music Chorus at one of the Down-by-the-Riverside concerts and other
performances by this group.
Education is also a big part of her life. She started college at the University of Northern Iowa, transferring after two years to the University in Iowa City with a major in math and an emphasis on computers.
Her first real job was with the Des Moines Register and Tribune as a programmer and she continued at
Iowa State University using programming to help farmers predict the productivity of their dairy cows.
She taught programming to non-traditional students at Des Moines Area Community College, appreciating the motivation of this older group of students compared with college-age kids. One summer during
this time she taught programing at the College of Arts, Science, and Technology in Kingston, Jamaica.
One of her brothers passed away when she was a young adult.
At this point, Jean decided to change the direction of her life and went to graduate school at the University of Iowa, earning her Masters in Counseling and Mental Health. Her first counseling position after
graduation was at St. Luke’s Hospital in Cedar Rapids, IA. Wanting to find a different environment, she
took a position in a private counseling agency in work that covered four counties, so she chose Rochester as her place to live. Jean ended her career at the Minnesota Work Force Center in Winona, helping
people find work, retiring in 2015.
Jean has had varied and challenging work over the years. Living in Minnesota, she has had fun crosscountry skiing, snow shoeing, and biking, as well as attending movies, concerts, and theater. She has
attended the Presbytery’s camp at Clearwater Forest for many years. She is within a few hours’ drive of
her Iowa family of brothers, their spouses, nieces, nephews, and cousins and spends many holidays with
them.
Here at CPC, besides the Choir, she has been on the Mission Committee, attends PW, 39 Forever, the
Book Discussion Group, and has recently volunteered to help clean the church. She will begin her travels
beyond the Midwest as a Road Scholar in South Carolina in a few weeks. Never neglecting her music on
the side, at the U of Iowa she sang and played the part of an Italian peasant girl in Gilbert & Sullivan’s
Gondoliers. In Ames she was in the Women’s Theater Co. and in Rochester she sang in Phantom, (an early
version of Phantom at the Opera) at the Civic Theater. We will watch for her in her newest endeavor –
The Rochester Pops.
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April 2017 - Community Presbyterian's Calendar
Sunday

Monday

2

9:30am Worship
with Communion
10:30am
Fellowship
10:45am Christian
Education
3:00pm Rental:
Redemption
Church

9

Palm Sunday
One Great Hour of
Sharing
9:30am Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
10:45am Christian
Education
3:00pm Rental:
Redemption
Church

16

Easter Sunday
8:30am
Continental
Breakfast
9:30am Worship
10:30am
Fellowship and
Easter Egg Hunt
3:00pm Rental:
Redemption
Church

23

Noisy Can
Sunday
9:30am Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
10:45am Christian
Education
10:45am Book
Group @ CPC
3:00pm Rental:
Redemption
Church

6:00pm Med City
Tai Chi Class

Tuesday

3

10

6:00pm Med City
Tai Chi Class

17

Easter Monday Office Closed
6:00pm Med City
Tai Chi Class

24

6:00pm Med City
Tai Chi Class

6:00pm Brain
Injury Support
Group
6:00pm Christian
Education
Committee

Wednesday Thursday

4

11

18

5:30pm Finance &
Stewardship

25

7:00pm Session
Meeting

6:30am Prayer
Group in CPC
Narthex
12:00pm Bulletin
info due
7:00pm
Confirmation
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

5

12

6:30am Prayer
Group
12:00pm Bulletin
info due
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

19

6:30am Prayer
Group
12:00pm Bulletin
info due
12:30pm PW
Monthly Event at
Massaro's
7:00pm
Confirmation
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

26

6:30am Prayer
Group
12:00pm Bulletin
info due
7:00pm Choir
Rehearsal

30

9:30am Worship
10:30am
Fellowship
10:45am Christian
Education
3:00pm Rental:
Redemption
Church
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Friday

Saturday

1

6

7

8

13

14

15

20

21

27

28

Maundy
Thursday
6:00pm Soup and
Bread Meal
7:00pm Worship
with Communion

12:00pm
Newsletter articles
due

PW Spring
Gathering in
Stillwater

22

29

Community Presbyterian Church
3705 55th Street NW
Rochester, MN 55901

Community Presbyterian is
“an open-hearted, open-minded
Christian community sharing
a ministry of faith, hope and love.”
Community Presbyterian Church is a proud
member of the Presbyterian Church USA (PCUSA). We were founded by a group of Rochesterites who were committed to building a church
based on the simple idea that Christians should
be “open-hearted, open-minded.” We’re located at
3705 55th Street NW, just across from Sam’s Club.
Join us for worship at 9:30 Sunday mornings! You
are welcome to join us on this journey of faith!

