The Christmas Joy Offering of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A) is a long-standing tradition that embodies our
commitment to our faith and compassion for others. It enables
the Presbyterian community to join together during the season
of Advent and Christmas to deeply reflect not only on our great
blessings, but on others’ needs.

The Christmas Joy Offering is distributed equally to support the
Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges. The
portion given to the Assistance Program helps to assist pastors
and other church workers, both active and retired, who find
themselves in a position of financial need.

Unforeseen circumstances arise that can lead to a sudden,
unexpected financial burden. Natural disasters can be
particularly devastating. When a hurricane tore through a
pastor’'s southern hometown and caused extensive damage to
his family home, he found himself facing significant costs to
repair the damage. The Assistance Program literally helped to
put a roof over his and his family’s heads with an emergency
assistance grant. The much-needed assistance offset the costs
of necessary repairs to restore the pastor’'s home to a livable
condition.

A few weeks ago, Elona Street-Stewart reminded us of the
great need to strengthen our support of the education of our
Native American clergy. Your Joy Offering on December 18"
will make a profound impact on the ministry of our church
today and in the future.

Services
Schedule Dec 25th, at 9 am

Children's Christmas Program Sunday
Dec 18th at 9:30 am

The Longest Night Service, Thursday
Dec 22nd at 7 pm

Christmas Eve Service , Saturday,
Dec 24th at 6 pm

Christmas Morning Service, Sunday,

From the Pastor

Birthdays & Anniversaries
Calendar of Events
Worship Schedule

T © T T

A W NN

Welcome New Member
Giving Opportunities
The Longest Night

Book Group

Women of the Church
Community Garden

Des Moines Service Trip
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Take a look at our website: www.cpcroch.org




PAGE 2

o

re1 ?

We start December with one thing on our

minds, Christmas! It's a big holiday that

usually involves traveling so we can gather
with our family and closest friends. We have made it into such
a big project, with multiple layers. | don’'t even want to think
about Christmas cards and letters. | do love to get them, but |
side with my colleague who prefers to send out Valentine
greetings with a “letter” enclosed. Then there are the beautiful
concerts, the great sacred music, the lovely dance of the
Nutcracker, the stories, the food, and the gifts. And into all this
| decided to introduce another worship time of quiet reflection,
The Longest Night, which hopefully will be an oasis from the
madness and an island of peace and comfort. More on that
inside this newsletter.

In the Christmas rush of our culture (I cringe at the term
“Midnight Opening of Black Friday.”) Are we practicing the
spiritual disciplines that guide us through Advent? The
theologian Henri Nouwen says Advent demands Active
Waiting:

“Those ( in our scripture) who are waiting are waiting very
actively. They know that what they are waiting for is growing
from the ground on which they are standing. That’s the secret.
The secret of waiting is the faith that the seed has been
planted, that something has begun. Active waiting means to
be fully present to the moment, in the conviction that
something is happening where you are and that you want to
be present in it!”

Advent waiting is not about wishes, which tend to be our
attempts to control our future. Instead Advent is about waiting
with Hope. It takes a person of strong faith to live out Hope in
an active way. The Christmas hope is based on a promise, not
on mere wishes. One passage I've read every day for 15
years still guides me into that active waiting. It contains a
promise and a hope, and tells me how to act in the meantime:

"l am certain of this; | will see the goodness of the Lord in the
land of the living. Wait for the Lord. Be strong and take heart,
and wait for the Lord" Psalm 27: 13,14

It is truly my joy to share with you in the active waiting of this
grand season of Advent and Christmas. May your days be
filled with courage, strength, hope, love and all the gifts of
Christ Jesus.

Pastor Teresa
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On December 4, we will
receive Pamela Joy Rider into
membership with our church
family. Pam has been involved
over many years with our
congregation. The mother of 3
children (Destiny, Jesiah and
Zoe), Pam most recently was a
member of Claremont
Presbyterian  Church. They
warmly entrust her to us with
the understanding that it will be
great joy for Pam to join with
her friends and her mother,
Rev. Tammy Rider in worship
and fellowship at CPC. May
God bless Pam with abundant
love and grace, as we share
together our lives and faith as
the body of Christ. Please be
sure to join us for the reception
following the service and
welcome dear Pam!
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Date | Worship Assistants Liturgists Greeter Nursery Library
Attendant (s) Attendant
Linda Overton .
4 Tammy Rider Dick Massaro Bill Webbles Ellngeth Deeds Margaret
Tabitha Harland Gardner
Bruce Felger

Communion Servers: December 4: Nancy Massaro, Mary

Jensen, lvy Pillers, Mark Pillers
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Jean Abels . .
11 Rick Orvold Nancy Massaro Mary Alice EI'Zabeth Deeds Judi Berg
. Richardson Tabitha Harland
Marita Heller
TBA .
18 TBA Ivy Pillers Amy Ward Elizabeth Deeds Margaret
Tabitha Harland Nelson
TBA
Margaret Nelson .
25 TBA Gwen Riggin Nancy Massaro EI'Zabeth Deeds Judy Pucci
Tabitha Harland
TBA
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- If you enjoyed hearing about racial justice and ;
- Native American history on November 20" With§
- Elona, please feel free to take a copy of the list of 4
- suggested reading material put together for us by :

3
3
3
3
3
3
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July 22-27, 2012. “Singing the Lord’s
Song in a Strange Land.” Members and
their families are invited to attend the
seminar next summer. Please see Pas-

Elona. Copies can be found in the Narthex next to
the sign-up sheets.
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tor Teresa for more information.
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The second Sunday of every month is i ({0 $ — 0$1 $23--
Channel One Sunday at CPC. Please bring % 041 &3))

your donations to the church on or before , $- 041&2 3 &
December 11. In November, CPC donated 51 5" 6"" % 6,7 0&1 &$3 2
pounds of food. 6 8

December pantry needs: Grains, cereal, rice., 5 24 3--
etc. Cash donations are also accepted in the )4 3--
Narthex. 9/! # &3%

01223--
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The 39 Forever Seniors’ group will
meet at Michaels’s Restaurant on
December 10 at 1:00 p.m. for their
annual Christmas luncheon.
Please sign up by December 4th on the sign-up
sheet located in the Narthex. Please call Duane
Olson at 289-0659 with questions. Everyone
admitting to being “39 and Holding” is welcome!

20 #

Please check the Youth bulletin board for the lat-
est picture of Cristhian Gaspar, the 6-year-old
child CPC is sponsoring in Bolivia. There is still
space on the sign-up sheet for six people to sup-
port Cristhian for $38 each month.

United Way of
Olmsted County
along with the
Kahler Hotel in
Rochester, MN
are holding a
mini coat drive in
support of
Rochester Public
Schools. This is
a one-day event.
They will pick-
up, sort, and
deliver coats on
Monday,
December 5.

Please see their website for more information at
: http://www.uwolmsted.org/
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Many of you were asking how many shoeboxes

Two large tubs of boxes got

missed in the back room, but were part of the

delivery......Total: 69 boxes!! Thank you to all who

wrapped, packed, provided shipping and helped

deliver. One semi parked at Calvary Evangelical

Free Church was full and they were starting to fill
the second one when
we were there at
12:30. After the final
day of collection, the
semis take our boxes
to Minneapolis to be
processed. We have
a number of tracking
labels on our boxes
and that is how we will
be notified. as to their
country of delivery.
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Join us for a new worship service on Thursday,
December 22 at 7:00 p.m. The Longest Night will
be a service of gentle music, heart-felt prayers,
inspired readings and lit candles that brightly
shine in the darkness. This evening worship is a
service of comfort and hope. Care enough to
invite someone !l This quiet evening worship
service is for people who struggle with the
holidays because of grief, illness, job loss — any
calamity will do. It's a humane idea, to set aside a
special time for mourners during the heart of
bustling Christmas preparations. If you know
someone who is struggling this Christmas, invite
them to join you. Or perhaps you just need a quiet
space to pray and be with God--then you will want
to be there for “The Longest Night.”
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Great news! CPC will receive a community grant
of $1,000.00 from IBM. These funds will be used to
prepare the ground for the Channel One Community

Gardens in front of the church on the east side of the
drive. There will be up to 15 garden plots. Channel

One will be responsible for the gardens. Channel
One will select the future gardeners. All of the
produce they grow will feed their families. It will be

exciting to share our property with people who have
no place to grow their own vegetables.

Thanks to Guy Vig for submitting the application
for the community grant. IBM required that the
employees identified as part of the “team” on the
grant application volunteer a total of at least 100
hours in 2011, and that the grant money be used to
benefit the local community. Thanks also to Mark
Jensen, and Bill and Ronda Marshall for recording
your volunteer hours at CPC that enabled CPC to
qualify to receive the IBM community grant.
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Through November 21st, 38 pledges for 2012
have been received. This represents about half of
all the pledges expected for 2012. Let's call it a
good start! If you haven't yet done so, please
prayerfully consider what you want to pledge to
CPC for next year and return a pledge card for
2012 to the church office or place in the offering
plate. Thanks!
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Our joint Nov/Dec discussion will be on Sunday,
December 4th when we will discuss “Still Alice”
by Lisa Genova. "The Oasis", by Petru Popescu,
has been chosen for discussion at our first meet-
ing of 2012 on January 22, at 5 p.m. in the
church library. Popescu, the son-in-law of Blanka
Davidovich and Mirek Friedman, tells this com-
pelling story of Blanka, a slave laborer at the
"Oasis", an outlier of the infamous Dachau con-
centration camp, and Mirek, an electrician em-
ployed in helping defuse unexploded bombs, who
met and fell in love in these most unlikely circum-
stances. We'd love to have you join us. Contact:
Gwen Riggin, 251 7874, or gwenrig@live.com.
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While most people probably subscribe to
the general theory that charity is “Good for
the soul,"* almost all would be hard-pressed
to say why. Many would also be surprised
to learn that philanthropic acts are also
good for the mind and body. Research is
beginning to confirm these claims. These
emerging findings can transform the way
people live and feel about themselves. . .
philanthropic involvement is measurably
wholesome for the mind, body and soul. Of
course, that research is not new
information. The Bible has been telling us
for two thousand years that giving is more
blessed than receiving.

Finance & Stewardship Committee
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The December meeting of the Women of the
Church will be held Tuesday, Dec. 13 at Madonna
Towers, hosted by Marg Nelson. Come for the
beginning of the winter series "Domestic Abuse of
Women and Children." We will see a video titled "I
Believe You" The evening begins at 7 PM with an
appetizer and dessert buffet. Call Marg if you plan
to attend. (252-9398). Some members from First
Church will join us.
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*The Des Moines service team of nine had an

*profound experience assisting Hope Ministries
the weekend of October 14. As part of the day’s
experience, we participated by doing the
following:

* *Listened to a resident, Jim, share his account
leading up to joining the Hope Ministries
program. We pray for Jim as he approaches his

* graduation to living independently.

* *Served in the Hope Cafe. They serve three

* meals a day, 365 days a year to their residents
and the larger community. No one is turned

* away.
&

* . . .
Heard many success stories, while being

* assured that this program is not for everyone
* and that many people try numerous times before
* it works.

¥ 3

* *Stocked shelves at the Hope Bargain Center.

This is a thrift store that is open to the public, but
also provides a means to support the residents.

* Made three beds in the emergency shelter.

T

* Top 10 things we learned:

10--Check road construction plans

9 -- Don't ask Willow to skip a meal

8 -- Homeless by choice

7 -- Some will never leave Hope

6 -- Little effort provides significant results

5 -- Hand outs vs. Hand ups

4 -- Relationships are key to success

3 -- Make a Bed

2 -- Don't try to be heroes

1 -- Never underestimate the power of God’s
grace.
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The most impressive fact worth sharing is Hope
*- Ministries' success rate. They define their own
success as helping an individual maintain a
home, hold a job and stay addiction free for one
* year after graduation. They have a 71% success
rate. Outstanding!!

»

* A story that touched us ties closely to #1 and # 4
above. A Hope Ministries outreach employee
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named David approached a single man, Ed,
living in a "tent" camp. David introduced himself
and Hope Ministries but Ed was very “stand-
offish” and really did not want to listen. After
saying a prayer, David politely left. David
returned a week or so later to check in and say
hi. He brought along a sandwich to share and
they had a conversation, but still didn't feel
comfortable. As David was leaving, Ed stopped
him by saying "You did not say a prayer." Very
glad to hear this, David said a prayer. On his
third visit, David brought socks, underwear and
another sandwich. This time the conversation
was more relaxed and they said a prayer
together. On the fourth visit, Ed agreed to join
the program. Here is how it happened: David
had a great conversation with Ed about jobs he
had applied for. David asked if there is anything
Hope could do for him, and Ed replied, "I could
really use a pair of steel-toed shoes for this job |
really want." David picks up cell phone and calls
the Hope Bargain Center to put in a request for
size 10 steel toed shoes. The Hope Bargain
Center staff asks, "Are you crazy? We might
never get that." David replied, "Yeah, | know, just
keep an eye out, because | know someone who
could really use a pair." The two said a prayer
and David left. About 45 minutes later, his cell
phone rang and it was the staff at Hope Bargain
Center. “You won't believe what just came in as
a donation... Size 10 steel toed shoes, brand
new in a box with a Harley Davidson imprint!!!!”
David delivered the shoes to Ed that day and Ed
joined Hope Ministries.

Ronda Marshall

Feel free to ask the team to
discuss their experiences:

Lyal, Evan and Tommy Powell,
Denise and Willow Swinbank,
Bruce Felger, Darlene Lucas,
Bill and Ronda Marshall
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