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A New Year Begins September 11- Sunday School 
 

 Kids  from age 3 through 5th grade will meet each Sunday  
 to learn about God’s love for them and the world around them. 
 Everyone is welcome!  There will be classes for ages 3 
 through adult. 
  
 All Youth: Should bring their own personal school back-pack   
 to church on the 11th for a special children’s sermon time.  

 

 Adults: There is always something more to know of God and  what it means to live as 
 a person of faith. Adult classes cover a variety of topics  throughout the year.  

 

As the gardening season comes to a close at CPC , please 
take a moment to thank the participants in this year's Garden 
Group.  
From L. to R. Carole Copeland, Carol 
Jones, Bob Smith, Denise Swinbank, Gwen 
Riggin, Judy Kereakos, Margaret 
Petersen and Kara Vig. Not pictured but 
also helping with specific projects were 
Frank Jones, Bill Petersen and Ben 
Copeland. 



 

 

Dear Friends, 
Ah!  It’s back 
to school 
time, and 
even those of 
us who have 
been out of 
the classroom 
for many 

years often catch the excitement.  Here at 
CPC, we’re excited about returning to our 
regular schedule of worship followed by 
Sunday School for all.  Education is an 
extremely important part of the Presbyterian 
tradition. 
There’s a story about a teacher who noticed 
one of her students, a shy young girl, 
having trouble working out her arithmetic 
assignment. The teacher went to the child 
quietly and asked if she could help with any 
questions knowing the girl was timid about 
asking for help. When the problem was 
sorted out the little girl thanked the teacher. 
The teacher told the little girl not to be shy 
about asking questions, “that’s one of the 
reasons I am here.” The little girl thought 
about that for a moment and asked quietly, 
“What’s the other reason?”  
Not only our teachers, but each one of us 
has to think about the reason we’re here at 
this church.  For some, tradition reigns 
supreme.  For others, it’s definitely worship.  
Still others name fellowship, comfort, and 
inspiration.  What is the reason you’re here?  
Those are all good reasons, and there are 
many more, I’m sure.  Once you’ve thought 
about that question, I challenge you to 
share it with someone, especially someone 
outside of this congregation.  We’re quite 
good at recommending dentists, restaurants 
and mechanics to our friends....why not a 
church?  Autumn is a great time to invite 
someone to come with you, as we gear up 
for another year’s activities! 
I hope that you have been renewed by the 
summer, by vacations, by longer days.  
Each one of you is so important to this 
church, and I’m glad that you are here, 
whatever the reason! 
 

In Christ, 

Tammy J. Rider 
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The planning is falling all into place for the 
weekend trip to Des Moines, IA to serve and learn 
about homelessness. The trip will be from around 
4:00 pm, Friday October 14th to 4:00 pm Sunday, 
October 16th.  We will be carpooling down and 
sleeping at Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
with showers and kitchen facilities available.   
We will be part of the Service and Mission team 
program run by Hope Ministries; under their 
guidance we will visit and/or assist them in the 
programs they run. Hope Ministries is a Christ-
centered, faith-based ministry that provides 
programs and services for homeless and hungry 
men, women and children. Hope reaches out to 
the unsheltered and displaced by offering food, 
clothing, shelter and support through emergency 
and long-term recovery services. This goal is 
achieved by managing four facilities: 
Bethel Mission  – an emergency shelter for 
homeless and displaced men.  
Door of Faith  – a long-term recovery center for 
homeless, displaced and addicted men.  
Hope Family Center  – a long-term residential 
and life recovery center for homeless women 
and children.  
Hope Bargain & Community Outreach Center  
a thrift store, donation and recycling center, 
central distribution center, and volunteer hub.  
 After the day (9:00 - 3:30) with Hope Ministries, 
the group will spend some "fun" time together. 
The "fun" activities are yet to be determined 
based on the interests of the whole group. Each 
individual will be responsible for three meals for 
themselves, gas money, and any expenses for 
the "fun" activity. If the expense of the trip is 
problematic, there are potential ways to reduce  
or minimize costs. 
Currently, Denise and Willow Swinbank, Dave 
and Darlene Lucas, Bill and Ronda Marshall, 
Jean Abels, Lyal, Evan, and Tom Powell will be 
going. We are all excited for more to join us.         
Prayerfully consider being a part of this great 
opportunity. I need to know how many are going 
by the week of September 11th.  If there are any 
questions, contact Ronda Marshall by emailing 
rondamarshall@gmail.com. If you are unable to 
attend, you can still be a part of the trip by 
purchasing required "supplies". The donation/
supply list includes bottled water, cans of beef 
stew, men's underwear, men's tube socks and 
toilet paper. See the church bulletin board for 
more detail. 



 

 

PAGE  3 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

 

 

 

8:00pm Aikido 

2 3 

9:00am Aikido 

12:00-10:00pm 
Great Room in use 

4 

9:30am Worship/
Communion 

5 LABOR DAY 

 

 

 

8:00pm Aikido 

6 

 

 

6:00pm B.I.G. 

7:00pm Mission  

7 

6:30 am Prayer Group 
at Madonna Towers 

 

7:00pm Choir l 

8 

 

 

 

8:00pm Aikido 

9 

 

 

7:00pm A.S. Support 
Group 

10 

9:00am Aikido 

 

12:00-6:00pm 
Great Room in use 

11 

9:30am Worship/
Channel One 
10:45am Sunday 
School 

12 

8:30am Garden 
Group 

5:30pm Buildings & 
Grounds 

6:30pm Membership 

8:00pm Aikido 

13 

 

 

5:00 Presbytery 

7:00pm PW at Gwen 
Riggin’s home 

14 

6:30 am Prayer Group 
at Madonna Towers 

 

7:00pm Choir  

15 

 

 

 

8:00pm Aikido 

16 17 

9:00am Aikido 

9:30am Noon Meal 

12:00-6:00pm 
Great Room in use 

18 

9:30am Worship/
Noisy Can 
10:45am Sunday 
School 

19 

8:30am Garden 
Group 

7:00pm  Finance & 
Stewardship 

8:00pm Aikido 

20 

 

 

5:00pm Christian 
Education 

21 

6:30 am Prayer Group 
at Madonna Towers 

 

7:00pm Choir  

22 

 

 

 

8:00pm Aikido 

23 24 

9:00am Aikido 

25 

9:30am Worship 
10:45am Sunday 
School 
 
5:00pm Book Group 

26 

8:30am Garden 
Group 

 

 

8:00pm Aikido 

27 

 

 

7:00pm Session 

28 

6:30 am Prayer Group 
at Madonna Towers 

 

7:00pm Choir  

29 

 

 

 

8:00pm Aikido 

30  
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The second Sunday of every month is 
Channel One Sunday at CPC.  Please bring 
your donations  to the church on or before 
September 11.  
September pantry needs:  Hygiene 
products, shampoo, deodorant, soap, toilet 
paper, feminine hygiene, toothpaste.  
Cash donations are also accepted in the 
Narthex. 

$�%����&�
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CPC was a drop-off/distribution site for United Way’s 
“Running Start for School”. We collected 240 school 
supplies, 18 back-packs and 12 back-packs filled with 
supplies for first-graders. Thank you to the Mission 
Committee for purchasing the 12 back-packs which were 
stocked with supplies by our youth using Noisy Can 
Collection funds. Thank you to everyone who donated 
other supplies. Peggy, Savannah, Dalton and Willow 
helped package those supplies by grade levels on August 
15 at United Way. You have helped our youth get a 
“Running Start for School.” 
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��Date Worship Assistants Liturgists Greeter Nursery 
Attendant (s) 

Library 
Attendant 

09-04 
Jake DeGuise 
Gwen Riggin 

TBA 

Jane Burgstaler 
 Ellen Warner Elizabeth Deeds 

TBA 
Margaret 
Nelson 

09-11 

Mary Alice Richardson 
TBA 
TBA 

 

Paul Harkess Jake DeGuise Elizabeth Deeds 
TBA Judi Berg 

09-18 

Bill Petersen 
Margie Petersen 

TBA 
 

Paul Bachman Rebeca Harkess Elizabeth Deeds 
TBA 

Judy Kereakos 

09-25 TBA Paul Remtema MariLynn Johnson Elizabeth Deeds 
TBA 

Kara Vig 
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2     Dennis Ross 
11   Judy Leal 
20    Steve Kereakos 
21    Bryce DeGuise 
27    Breanna Enders 
28    Beth Rank 
28    Nicole Ward 
29    Benjamin Copeland 
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6     Paul and Lori Bachman 
13    Lyle and Carol Rozeboom 
15    Girard and Carol Calehuff 
17    Dick and Nancy Massaro 
21    Jeff and Denise Swinbank 
27    Cal and Amy Ward 
30    David and Darlene Lucas 

 

,��-��(���!((��������.�.�.��
It’s time to think about 
wrapping shoeboxes for 
“Operation Christmas 
Child.” Denise has A LOT 
of boxes that we could start 
wrapping. If you would like 
to volunteer, please see  
Denise.  

�


���������/(��!�����!�*%���

"��!����%�*��� �

Thank you to Darlene and Dave Lucas who recently shared 
several photos to be included in the CPC Archives.  The 
photos including  the two photos shown document the large 
barn on the property when purchased in 1993 for the new 
Community Presbyterian Church and, also, the demolishing 
of it by Dave and his helpers a few years later. 

    Please continue to watch for photos and documents in 
your possession that could be preserved in the CPC 
Archives. 
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Three memoirs of well known Americans have recently been 
added to the CPC library.  They are Alan Alda, Betty White and 
Marlo Thomas.  Each one shares the early days and challenges 
of their lives and how they were shaped by them.  You will also 
find “Flags of our Fathers” which recalls the battle of Iwo Jima 
and the raising of the flag by a group of six men including the 
father of the author, James Bradley, plus Bob Woodward’s “State 
of Denial, Bush at War”.  Thank you to church members for these 
donations. New to the CPC library are memorial books for 
members who have passed away. They are “50 Ways to Help 
Save the Earth” for Don Moore; “Here We Go Again” by Betty 
White for Doris Byboth; “Winter Garden” by Kristin Hannah for 
Inez Smith and the PBS DVD “God in America” for Harold 
Neece. Forty-five  new children’s books which were recently 
donated by Judi Berg have been added to the collection.  Thank 
you, Judi. 

Please take a moment to stop by the new book shelf in the 
Narthex and enjoy a new item from the CPC library. 

�(����
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Like last year, the 
M i s s i o n 
committee will be 
hosting monthly 
Movie Night. The 

movies we select are things that typically 
would not show up on the big screens in 
town. As previously done, we will have an 
informal discussion immediately after the 
movie allowing us to reflect. To kick the 
year off, we will be watching "Paradise 
Now" on Sunday evening September 18th 
at 6:30pm. "Paradise Now" is about two 
childhood friends that are recruited for a 
suicide bombing in Tel Aviv and rated PG-
13. As required for an event with the 
Presbyterians, food (snacks and 
beverages)  wi l l  be provided.    
 
 

3����&������(�����
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In prior years the Finance committee has provided 
numbered boxes of giving envelopes to members 
who requested them.  Starting in 2012, numbered 
boxes will no longer be used.  Generic giving 
envelopes will be available for members and guests 
to use instead.  This is being done to reduce the 
expense for giving envelopes and also to cut down 
on waste caused by throwing away boxes of 
numbered envelopes that are only good for the 
current year. 
If you currently have pre-assigned numbered 
envelopes that expire in 2011, you can continue to 
use them in 2012. However, please write your 
name on any envelope that has a cash donation as 
envelope numbers will no longer be assigned to 
specific members.  Any donation made by check 
will be credited to the name on the check whether it 
is in an envelope or not. 
Thanks in advance for your help getting through 
this transition period.  Your cooperation will help us 
reduce envelope costs and save trees.  
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October 2 will be the date that Peacemaking Sunday is celebrated this year.  It is also 
World Communion Sunday.  A special offering will be collected, with 25% of the 
offering to go to a local peacemaking activity.  The balance will go to the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) for peacemaking.  In 2010, over $1,986,176 was contributed to PC 
(USA).  The funds were distributed to Haiti after the earthquake, for the Red Hand 
Campaign that advocates for ending the practice of child soldiers, for creating a 

backpack program to send food home for school children on the weekends (like the Channel One 
program which we will be participating in this fall) and many other programs to bring about peace.  “A 
harvest of justice is sown in peace.”  James 3:18   In James’s letter to the early church, he 
encouraged them to seek the wisdom of God, not human wisdom that is false.  As James described 
God’s wisdom, which is “first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.”  Please contribute 
as generously as you can to sow seeds for God’s peace on earth. 
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On Sunday October 2, hundreds of people will meet at Peace 
United Church of Christ to help raise money to feed the needy 
when the Rochester Area CROP Hunger Walk takes place.  
CROP Walks (CROP stands for Communities Responding to 
Overcome Poverty) are fund raising walks sponsored by Church 
World Services.  Channel One Food Bank will receive 25% of the 
money raised and 75% of the money raised goes to eradicate 
hunger and poverty and promote peace and justice among the 
world’s most vulnerable people. 
You can participate in a number of ways. You can secure 
donations from friends, family and co-workers and participate in 
the walk. You don’t have to walk the entire route, which goes 
from Peace Church up along West River Parkway to the Hy-Vee 
store and back. Just walk whatever distance you feel comfortable 
with.  You can donate to a walker if you do not want to walk.  
Last year several CPCers walked.  You can also help out in a 
number of ways volunteering on the afternoon of the walk. 
To get more information, or pick up a walker packet, talk to 
anyone from the Mission Committee – Jennifer Hall, Tammy 
Rider, Ronda Marshall, Jean Abels or Mary Alice Richardson.  
You can also go online for information at www.cropwalk.org. 
Some information will be posted around the church, and more 
information will be shared at future Sunday services.  

��	������"
	���
�"� 
����"	��
The committee has reviewed the applications that have been 
submitted so far since the position was posted on the Presby-
tery’s website in early August.  Interviews are being scheduled 
within the next 2-3 weeks.  After the interviews are completed, 
the next step will be to contact references.  You will be kept 
posted on the progress.  If you have questions, please contact 
Amy Anderson, Mary Jensen, Amanda Ross or Mary Alice 
Richardson.  Keep the committee in your prayers. 
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The card selection has been 
refreshed. You are invited to 
explore. The money from the 
sale of the cards is used to 
support the CPC library 
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Many churches now just put an offering box in the back 
and say, “If you want to give anything to support the 
ministries of this church, then put it in the box after 
worship.” The point is to separate giving from the time 
of worship. Some churches say to visitors, “Don’t put 
anything in the plate; just sit back and enjoy the 
service today as our guest.” I have a problem with that, 
because the message it sends out is that our giving is 
not an act of worship—it is an obligation that the 
members have to fulfill, but not the guests. Throughout 
the Bible, people have brought their offering to God as 
an act of worship. In the Bible, people brought the best 
of their crops or their flocks to the temple and offered it 
up as a sacrifice of praise to God as the provider of 
everything in their lives. They brought him the first and 
the best as an expression of his Lordship in their lives. 
We need to keep that element of worship intact. When 
we pass around the offering plate, it is an opportunity 
to put in your tithe to give to God the first ten percent of 
all you make as an expression of his Ownership and 
Lordship of your life. It is truly an act of worship. And 
when we return the plates to the altar, the place where 
sacrifices used to be offered to God, as a symbol that 
we are lifting this offering to God as an expression of 
gratitude and worship. “Putting our 
offering in the plate opens us to 
experience God in a tangible way. We 
don’t need to deprive anyone of that 
privilege of worship.”  
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As promised, here is your announcement for 
the first meeting of  CPC Women for 2011.   
 
 Date: Sept. 13, 7 PM 
 Place: Gwen Riggin ’s home at:  
   2215 Petersen Dr. NW,   
   Stewartville   
   (carpooling suggested) 
Program:   
La Donna Fay, Synod Rep. will present "Native 
American Women and Life on the Reservation." 
Having visited the S. Dakota reservations for 
the last two years, La Donna can report first 
hand about her experience with these 
remarkable women. 
Please call Gwen at 251-7874 or email her at 
gwenrig@live.com if you plan to attend and 
need directions. 
A new year and a new format, all are welcome! 
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On October 8, we will once again enjoy an 
evening of great company and great food with 
our annual Progressive Dinner .  Please 
consider opening your home to our group for 
appetizers, main course or dessert. Please 
contact one of the Membership Committee 
members or the office if you would like to host 
one of the courses. We will have a sign-up sheet 
available in September for attendees. 
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On Sept. 17, CPC will be 
preparing and serving a free 
meal at Christ United Methodist 
Church for our Rochester 

neighbors in need.  You can come at 9:15 a.m. 
and work in the kitchen or come at 11:15 a.m. 
and be part of the serving crew.  Either way, 
you’ll help make someone’s day  a little 
brighter.  There is work for everyone, 
regardless of age.  Youth, in particular, are 
encouraged to assist.  So how about putting 
some hands and feet to your faith by helping 
out with cooking or serving or both?  There is a 
sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 
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Our CPC Book Discussion 
Group will meet on Sun-
day, September 25, at 5 
p.m. in the church library.  
We will be discussing Na-
than Jorgenson's "Waiting 

for White Horses".  Jorgenson, a Minnesota 
author, "has set this novel in the tall pines of 
Northern Minnesota's spectacular lake coun-
try.  It's a story of a trusted friendship, loss and 
recovery, love and redemption." 

In October we will discuss "The Worst Hard 
Time" by Timothy Egan.  This is a "Book in a 
Bag" so we will have 10 copies available.  New 
readers are invited to join our group for any or 
all of our 2011-2012 discussions.  Contact 
Gwen Riggin (gwenrig@live.com or 251 7874) 
with questions. 
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Editor reserves the right to 
edit for content and space. 
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Pastor:  

 

Director of Children  

& Youth Ministries:  
Denise Swinbank 

Choir Director:  

Denise Swinbank 

Pianists:  
Judy Kereakos 

Laurie Priniski 

Secretary:  
Cara Pederson 
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